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JOHN CAMPBELL 


Welcome 


he days may be shorter now that we are firmly in 

autumn, but the more pleasant characteristics of the 

season are also in abundance, from blazing leaf colour 

to low sun backlighting beautiful senesced seedheads 
and buff grasses. We have plenty of both on show in this issue, with 
five amazing autumn gardens, from the golden light at designer 
Cristina Mazzucchelli’s own country retreat in Italy to the 
traditional, formal charm of a leafy Cumbrian garden and 
a naturalistic stream garden created from scratch by Peter Berg for 


a young family (page 38). There's also fiery foliage in a tiny town 
plot in Amsterdam by up-and-coming designer Arjan 
Boekel, and late-season perennial planting still shining into autumn 
in our cover garden in Australia (page 74). 

We have interesting planting features this month too, with 
head gardener Asa Gregers- Warg’s top picks for November 
interest (page 20), and a guide to sweet peas at sowing time with 
flower farmer Georgie Newbery (page 46). It’s also tree-planting 
season, so we asked expert Tony Kirkham to choose the best 
species to adapt to the increasing effects of climate change, 
while still giving great garden interest (page 66). 

Gardening for the year may be winding down a little, but in 
this slower period, we have lots of exciting things for you to 
enjoy online, from the new season of our podcast, Talking 
Gardens, with guests including Piet 


- ——7"— 
Oudolf, Nigel Slater, Isabel Bannerman, — - va 


Marian Boswall and Arthur Parkinson autumn sunshine in designer 
(page 102); to a fresh trio of Masterclass Cae ae 


Pied t garden, [page 25] 
talks with James Hitchmough, Rachel i 


Siegfried and Jo Thompson (page 11). 


Ce puawie Mahon 


STEPHANIE MAHON, EDITOR 


ONLINE THIS MONTH 


Our new autumn series of online talks 
+ continues on 9 November with Rachel 
Siegfried. To book, scan this QR code 


or visit|gardensillustrated.com/ 


GC} Instagram @gardens_illustrated 
X_ Twitter @Gdnslllustrated 
f Facebook @gardensillustrated 
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GARDEN ART 


Funding the future 


Great Dixter in East Sussex is one of the UK's most celebrated gardens, but rising costs mean that funding the garden is 
becoming ever more difficult. Now artist and gardener Charlotte Molesworth is lending Dixter a helping hand with 
acharming limited-edition print of the garden. For a suggested minimum donation of £500, supporters will receive one 
of 200 panels depicting Charlotte's design, screen-printed by Rosie MacCurrach on unbleached linen. The money raised 
will allow head gardener Fergus Garrett to realise his vision, including training the next generation of gardeners and 


undertaking urgent restoration projects. To find out more, head to)greatdixter.co.uk/the-2023-appeal 
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Talking point 


; ORs =o 
You can find plenty more 
events to enjoy by going 
to our online diary. Scan 
this QR code with your 
phone camera or go to 
gardensillustrated.com/ 


SQUIRRELED 
AWAY 


Planting out tulip bulbs can 
sometimes feel like a leap of 
faith. We plant in the expectation 
that our efforts in the cold of : ; é : 
November will be rewarded AO ay Tg oe ae ee ; ee 
by a glorious display come 
spring. So few things are more 
disheartening than seeing 
squirrels digging through the 
beds and unearthing all that 
hard work. But what can we 
do to stop them? 

Last year, the garden team 
at Hever Castle in Kent ran trials 
to see which deterrents work 
best for keeping the bushy- 
tailed rodents at bay. “The threat 
of squirrels causes me sleepless 
nights annually in February and 
March,” said head gardener 
Neil Miller (above). “However, 
our trial with RHS students did 
come up with some fantastic 
squirrel deterrents, with the 
winner being chilli powder and 


QUILL 


tu 


Grow your knowledge 


If you want to take your vegetable growing to the next level, a new series of seasonal growing 
courses at Will and Matt Devlin’s Michelin Green-starred restaurant and farm The Small Holding 
in Kent will give you a head start. Led by head gardener Sara Cushing (above) and assistant head 
gardener Alex Cairns, Grow the Seasons is aimed at enthusiasts interested in the plot-to-plate 


chilli flakes sprinkled on the 
bulbs themselves and in the 
hole as we plant our tulips.” 

To read more about the 
trials and what other deterrents 
Neil and his team tried, scan 
the QR code below with your 
phone camera, or head to 
gardensillustrated.com/ 


squirrels 
lit: 
: 
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ethos and seeing behind the scenes of a Michelin-starred restaurant. Beginning in February with 
‘Fresh Start’ the quarterly series also features ‘Planting Out’ in May, ‘Harvest Time’ in August and 
‘Winter Planning’ in November, and each full day costs £195, including lunch at The Small Holding, 
learning sheets and a practical gift bag|growtheseasons.com 


Feminine touch 


Feverfew, the new gardenware brand providing garden 
clothing ‘designed by women for women’ has launched 

its first pair of gardening gloves. The Feverfew Original 
Women's Gardening Gloves (£22.95) come with padding 
and extra reinforcement to safeguard hands, touch-screen 
fingertips for easy smartphone use while working and a 
handy clip so if you do need to take them off you're less 
likely to lose one |feverfewgarden.co.uk 
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flowers from 
your garden 


WITH RACHEL SIEGFRIED 
FLOWER FARMER AND FLORAL DESIGNER 


How to grow and arrange seasonal floral displays, 
whatever the size of your garden 


= 
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3 4 
BOOK ALL | >(226%, Bigeiss 


"¥ Secrets of small 
garden design 


WITH JO THOMPSON 
AWARD-WINNING GARDEN DESIGNER 


this QR code with your 

Sq phone's camera, or go to 
" ' gardensillustrated.com/ 
a8 masterclass 


RICHARD BLOOM, EVA NEMETH, RACHEL WARNE 
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( Chelsec sea 
Physic 
Garden 


Chelsea Physic Garden | 
Christmas Fair 


Book tickets: J 
chelséaphysicgarden. CO. uk/chtistmasfair 5 years of pl 
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INSTANT HEDGING, = 


ie! Readyhedge hedging plants, like the mixed native hedging shown here, are 
fl container-grown in the UK and fully acclimatised to UK conditions. With over 20 
' | years’ experience, Readyhedge delivers hedging to rely on, wherever you are. 


01386 750 585 info@readyhedge.com readyhedge.com 
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4 » An Introduction to 
Botanical Illustration 
Join Laura Silburn for 
expert tuition in botanical 
illustration. Friday 17 — 
Sunday 19 November, 
10am-4pm. £250. Eden 
Project, Bodelva, 
Cornwall PL24 2SG. 

Tel 01726 811972, 
ledenproject.com 
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DIG IN NEWS 


BEYOND BOX 


Now is the perfect time to plant 
bareroot hedging, and Wyevale 
Nurseries in Hereford, one of 
the UK's leading suppliers, has 
launched a new website that 
allows gardeners to access 

its decades of horticultural 
expertise. Featuring more 

than 150 different types of 
British-grown plants, including 
(clockwise from top left) alder 
(Alnus glutinosa), Caucasian fir 
(Abies nordmanniana), privet 
(Ligustrum ovalifolium) and 
beech (Fagus sylvatica), it has 
plenty of both popular and more 
unusual hedging to suit your 
needs.|wyevalehedges.co.uk 


If youve visited a bookshop recently youve 
probably spotted an almanac. Although not 
exactly new — the first printed almanac was 
published by Gutenberg in 1457 — they're very 
much in vogue, and many of the current crop are 
offering seasonal advice to gardeners. From Lia 
Leendertz's The Almanac 2024, which combines 
folklore, gardening and seasonal recipes, and Alan 
Titchmarsh’s The Gardeners Almanac to Dr 
Gabriel Hemery’s Tree Almanac and a new Garden 
Almanac from the RHS, there is a plethora of 
guides to keep you grounded. For our pick of the 
best head to|gardensillustrated.com/almanacs 


~~. Stylish Festive 
Containers Discover 
. how to plant a festive 
m container. Tuesday 


Workshop Learn more 
about hardwood cuttings 
. and seed sowing. 


* .. Saturday 18 November, 28 November, 
10am-4pm. £45. m 10.30am-12pm. £65. 
Sculpture by the Lakes, Petersham Nurseries, 


Pallington Lakes, 


Dorchester, Dorset DT2 
ve 8QU. Tel 07720 637808, 


sculpturebythelakes.co.uk| 


Church Lane, off 
Petersham Road, 
Richmond TW10 7AB. 
petershamnurseries.com 
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DIG IN NEWS 


CAPTURING CARIBBEAN LIGHT 


The Antiguan artist Francis Archibald Wentworth Walter (1926-2009), better FREESTANDING 
known simply as Frank Walter, was one of the most significant Caribbean visual Stake Bird Feeder, Brass, 
artists of the 20th and 21st centuries, yet his work is little known in the UK. Anew #5099, COCs; 
exhibition, Artist, Gardener, Radical, at the Garden Museum this autumn hopes to STOCUS. CO.UK 
remedy this gap in our knowledge by bringing together more than 100 of Walter's 
vibrant landscape and nature paintings and sculptures. A direct descendant 

of both enslaved persons and plantation owners, Walter led an eclectic life, as 

an environmentalist, intellectual, philosopher and political activist, who once 
(unsuccessfully) ran to become prime minister of Antigua and Barbuda. He still 
found time to produce more than 5,000 paintings, 1,000 drawings, 600 sculptures 
and 2,000 photographs, on themes as varied as environmentalism and social 
justice. The exhibition runs until 25 February 2024) gardenmuseum.org.uk 


STYLISH 
Hanging Bird Feeder, 
£69.50, LayerTree, 
layertree.co.uk' 


OLIVER DIXON 


RHS 


COLOURFUL 
Picoti Bird Feeder, cactus, 


G IV | Nn g more Su Dp @) O rt £59, Fermob Outdoor Furniture, 


worm.co.uk 
Project Giving Back (PGB), which gives charitable organisations in the UK the 
chance to exhibit a show garden at the RHS Chelsea Flower Show, has extended 
its funding until 2026. Originally, PGB pledged to fund 42 gardens over three 
years starting in 2022 with an investment of around £12 million. So far, it has 
supported 27 gardens, including this year's Best Show Garden designed by Harris 
Bugg Studio for the charity Horatio’s Garden (pictured), all of which have found 
permanent homes following the show. With two more years of funding, the aim is 
to support 60 gardens in total. Find out more at|gardensillustrated.com/pgb 


To find more bird 

feeders, scan this QR 
code with your phone 
camera, or visit 
gardensillustrated.com/ 
bird-feeders 
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swimming ponds 


“There were lots of things we wanted to do to the house, 
but this was the one thing that we felt everybody benefited 
from. Having the pond has made a big difference to the 
way we use the garden. We all love it. The water 
is amazing, it’s like swimming in silk.” 


Nigel & Mandy Keene - Basingstoke 


Gartenart Swimming Ponds 
Unit 112 Screenworks, 22 Highbury Grove, london N5 2EF 


020 7183 3333 


The greatest love begins with a little spark. 
Ignite the fire within. 


leaston Electric Stove 
Shown in inglenook 


WOOD BURNING 


Charlton & Jenrick” 


Best of British fires, fireplaces & stoves 


OF eC] 
fe 4 } 01952 200 444 | marketing@charltonandjenrick.co.uk | www.charltonandjenrick.co.uk) BOGE] 
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DIG IN SHOPPING 


KIT TED OUT 


For overwintering your garden 


COMPILED BY MOLLY BLAIR 


STOPS WEEDS, PROTECTS AND FEEDS 
FOR ORGANIC GROWERS 


1. The Babygrand Coldframe, western red cedar, £664.45, 01242 662926] gabrielash.com|2. Le Laboureur Corduroy French Farm Pant 
With Braces, hazelnut, $218,|gardenheir.com|3. Medipaq Thermal Tap Jacket, £6.89,Jamazon.co.uk}4. Forest Garden Victorian Walkaround 
Greenhouse, from £685, 01636 858290 gardenchic.co.uk|5. Felt Garden Mulch Shillies, 3kg, £22.50, 01900 269427}|chimneysheep.co.uk 
6. Triangular Pot Feet, terracotta, set of four, £12, 01823 480822 [mudmountain.co.uk]7. Peat Free Magic Mulch, 40L, £9.99, 

07936 928981 Jrocketgro.co.uk|8. Celtic & Co Sheepskin Fingerless Gloves, walnut, £70}johnlewis.com 
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DIG IN SHOPPING 


1. Lantern Cloche With Lid, brass with vintage bronze finish, small @42cm, £59.99; large 46cm, £69.99, 01344 578000 |crocus.co.ukl 
2. Bamboo Tunnel Hoops, pack of 6, £18.99, 0117 934 1790 Jagriframes.co.uk[3. Strulch Dual Action Garden Mulch, £14.95, 0333 400 1500 [harrodhorticultural.com 
4. Yulian Freeze Protection plant pot cover, large, £13.29,jamazon.co.uk}5. Burgon & Ball Love The Glove, oak leaf moss, £15.74, 01258 472420 |hartsofstur.com| 
6. Rambler Bottle With Hotshot Cap, leakproof, camp green, 354ml, £25, 0808 169 7080,|uk.yeti.com|7. Jute Mesh Sacks, set of two, £10, 01993 845559, 
igardentrading.co.uk|8. Storm Guard Outside Garden Tap Insulation Cover, £7.90, 0161 775 1190 |pipelagging.com|9. Fisherman Beanie, charcoal, £35, 
01872 554481 |finisterre.com|10. Unisex Muckmaster Tall Boots, moss, £155, 01452 886201,|muckbootcompany.co.uk 
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Grow Your Garden for Less with J. Parker’s 


“As a family-run business, now stretching over three generations of the Duiker-Parker family, 
our commitment to providing quality and value is as strong as ever.’ 
Paul Duiker-Parker Managing Director 


Keep up to date @jparkersbulbs 


al 
ede ee 2,000 products online visit: } ea ® 
ieeee | WWW.jparkers.co.uk 


Ka K KS 


Visit our website to find savings on over 2000 products online. The following handpicked products are illustrated above: A. Allium ‘Violet Beauty’, 
B. Geranium Rozanne, C. Narcissus ‘Pheasant Eye’ and D. Eremurus Stenophyllis. “Voucher code is valid until 31/12/2023. 


LIQUIDAMBAR STYRACIFLUA 


With its fiery autumn display, the sweet 
gum is a classic choice for brightening 

up the gloomier months. While some 
cultivars change colour in early autumn, 
ours bides its time before becoming 
engulfed in shades of golden-marmalade, 
red and crimson-burgundy, a show that 
often lasts well into December. Avoid 
planting in frost pockets, as young trees 
can be susceptible to damage, and beware 
the aggressive root system. “Worplesdon’ 
has greater frost tolerance and a uniform- 
looking crown, while the columnar 
‘Slender Silhouette’ reaches only 5m in 
ten years, eventually doubling in size. 


Height and spread 20m x 8m. 
Origin Eastern USA. 

Conditions Moisture-retentive soil: 
sun or partial shade. 

Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 5a-9bt. 
Season of interest Autumn colour. 
September — December depending 
on the cultivar. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society.tHardiness ratings given where available. 


Asa Gregers-Warg is head 
gardener at Beth Chatto’s 
Plants and Gardens in 
Essex|bethchatto.co.uk| 


ABELIA X GRANDIFLORA 


I often find bees buzzing around the 
pink-tinged, white, tubular flowers of this 
plant as late as November. The rosy-red 
calyxes are a bonus, remaining long 

after the petals have fallen, making 

a beautiful addition to a Christmas 
wreath. ‘Sherwoodii’ and A. Pink Pong 

(= ‘Abenov41’) make excellent, smaller 
alternatives, eventually reaching a height 
and width of 1.2m x 1.5m. Strong winds 
and cold winter temperatures may 
damage the semi-evergreen foliage, so best 
grown in a sunny, sheltered spot. Remove 
dead or damaged wood in early spring. 


Height and spread 2.5m x 3.5m. 
Origin Garden hybrid of A. chinensis 
and A. uniflora. 

Conditions Any fertile, well-drained 
soil; best in full sun. 

Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 5a-9b. 
Season of interest June — November. 


PHOTOGRAPHS RICHARD BLOOM 


ERODIUM CHRYSANTHUM 


Although delicate looking, this little 
geranium relative is tough and long-lived, 
and deserves to be better known. It 
blooms for months, from May to late 
autumn if regularly deadheaded, with 
pale, creamy flowers held above neat 
rosettes of finely cut, silvery-grey foliage. 
Undemanding as long as you give it 
excellent drainage. Ideal for a rock garden 
or trough. For long-lasting colour at the 
front of the border, choose the more 
vigorous, bright-pink flowered Erodium 
acaule, or the slightly taller E. manescavii. 
Both are generous self-seeders so no need 
to be careful when deadheading - just 
grab a handful of stems and pull. 


Height and spread 20cm x 30cm. 
Origin Greece. 

Conditions Well-drained soil; full sun. 
Hardiness RHS H4, USDA 6a-8b. 
Season of interest April —- November. 


DIG IN PLANTSPERSON’S FAVOURITES 


As the year draws toa close, head gardener Asa Gregers-Warg mixes blazing autumn 
colour with exotic, tooth-edged foliage and a delicately coloured but hardy fuchsia 


MELIANTHUS MAJOR 


Indispensable in our Gravel Garden where 
its bold, sumptuous foliage makes a fine 
focal point among small-leaved shrubs 
and airy grasses. It is drought tolerant 
once established and a sharply drained 
soil is essential. In colder areas, a winter 
mulch will help protect the roots. 
Melianthus will only remain evergreen in 
mild winters. Cut the woody stems to 
ground in spring to encourage fresh 
growth. The curious-looking maroon 
flowers occur only on the previous year’s 
growth. If the winter has been mild, we'll 
leave undamaged shoots to bloom. AGM*. 


Height and spread 1.5-3m x 1.5-2m. 
Origin South Africa. 

Conditions Well-drained soil; best 

in full sun. 

Hardiness RHS H3, USDA 8a-11. 
Season of interest Foliage May to the 
first severe frost; flowers early summer. 
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CROCUS SPECIOSUS 


Every year I'm on the lookout for weeks 
for this autumn crocus, then suddenly 

I spot a pool of blue beneath one of the 
swamp cypresses. Hundreds of blooms 
held on delicate flower tubes seem to 
magically shoot up overnight. In the 
warm afternoon sun, the flowers fully 
open, so you can appreciate the lilac-blue 
interior, adorned with intricate darker 
veins and fiery orange styles. Tends to 
topple over in strong wind or rain, so 
benefits from a low groundcover support. 
Suitable for naturalising. Like colchicums, 
leaves appear long after the flowers. AGM. 


Height and spread 15cm x 10cm. 

Origin Turkey, Iran, Caucasus, Crimea 
and Bulgaria. 

Conditions Well-drained soil; full sun 

to light shade. 

Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 
Season of interest October — November. 


FUCHSIA MAGELLANICA 
‘“WHITEKNIGHTS PEARL 


A favourite of Beth’s, who adored the 
more subtly coloured hardy fuchsias. 
‘Whiteknights Pearl’ forms an upright, 
bushy shrub shrouded in dark-green 
foliage and bedecked with delicate flowers 
that possess soft-pink skirts and even 
lighter coloured sepals, which carry a faint 
green tip. Blooming from midsummer 

to the first frost, this is one of the most 
elegant of the hardy fuchsias. I also love 
the equally free flowering F. ‘Grayrigg’, 
similar in colour but with more mauvy- 
pink corollas with a greyish tint. AGM. 


Height and spread 1-1.5m x lm. 
Origin Garden, cultivar of Fuchsia 
magellanica var. molinae. 
Conditions Average, well-drained 
soil; sun or partial shade. 

Hardiness RHS H4, USDA 10a-11. 
Season of interest July to first frost. 


ASTER AGERATOIDES 
‘EZO MURASAKT 


Unscathed by light frosts, this late- 
blooming Japanese aster is useful for 
extending the herbaceous show, while 

also providing nectar for pollinators before 
the winter sets in. Sturdy dark stems, 
clothed in slightly serrated leaves, carry 

a mass of rich purple-violet blooms, 

which age to lavender. Resistant to powdery 
mildew and fairly well behaved on clay, 

it tends to spread a bit too enthusiastically 
on lighter soil. It’s a trait ’'m willing to 
forgive, knowing how well it copes with dry 
shade. More floriferous in a spot where it 
receives at least partial sunshine. 


Height and spread 90cm x 60cm. 

Origin Garden hybrid (species East Asia). 
Conditions Any fertile soil; sun to 

light shade. 

Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 5a-9b. 

Season of interest September — November. 


Places 
to visit 


for places to see 
seasonal plants 
at their best 


Be sure to check opening 
times. Some garden visits 
may need to be pre-booked. 


Asa's recommendations 


| was recently weeding 
beneath a swamp cypress 
(Taxodium distichum), 
which had just started to 
shed its rust-coloured 
needles, and found myself 
marvelling at its size and 
autumn colour (while 
simultaneously trying not to 
trip over its distinctive 
‘knobbly knees’). Conifers, 
mainly the deciduous ones, 
play such an important role 
here in our Water Garden, 


continuing to add structure 
and winter interest with 
their naked silhouettes, 
even after they've shed 
their needles. Beth called 
them her church spires and 
used them to ‘paint the sky’. 
(For those interested, there 
is ashort video of Beth 
Chatto and Roy Lancaster 
discussing trees on the RHS 
website, |rhs.org.uk) 

I've always been 
impressed by the range and 


superb quality of conifers 
sold by Lime Cross 
Nursery at Great Dixter’s 
plant fairs. The nursery — 
combined, slightly 
unexpectedly, with a 
vineyard and wellness 
retreat — is asmall, 
family-run business. Visits 
to the nursery are by 
appointment only, but there 
is amail-order service and | 
find the website very helpful 
for finding the right conifer 


to suit a particular need. 
All of the plants are 
hand-grafted and grown on 
site, and the team can offer 
a wealth of knowledge and 
advice should you need it. 
Lime Cross Nursery, 
Herstmonceux, Hailsham, 
East Sussex BN27 4RS. 
Tel 01323 833229, 
limecross.co.uk| 

On the hills of the 
Scottish Borders lies 
Dawyck Botanic Gardens, 


GLYCYRRHIZA 
YUNNANENSIS 


This fabulous liquorice relative is mainly 
grown for its eye-catching seedheads. 

A herbaceous perennial, it pairs well with 
early flowering bulbs that can provide 
interest until the new growth emerges. 
Tall, russet stems, clothed in bright-green 
pinnate leaves, carry lavender, clove-like 
flowers. The spiny seedpods, reminiscent 
of medieval spiked mace balls, are covered 
ina pinkish bristle, turning cinnamon- 
brown and persisting through winter. Cut 
stems down to the ground in late winter. 
Pre-soak seeds for 24 hours before sowing. 


Height and spread 1.8m x 1m. 

Origin Western China. 

Conditions Average, we 

ll-drained 

soil; sun or partial shade. 

Hardiness RHS H5, USDA 5a-9b. 
Season of interest Flowers June — July; 


MISCANTHUS SINENSIS 
“YAKU-JIMA’ 


Forming a bushy mound, topped with 

a wonderful display of slender plumes, 
this maiden grass looks equally good 

as a solitary plant, in a mixed border or 
planted en masse for dramatic landscape 
effect. For a smaller garden space, Tim 
Fuller of The Plantsman’s Preference 
recommends M. sinensis ‘Flammenmeer’ 
as one of the best small Miscanthus for 
autumn colour, when it transforms into a 
beautiful shade of fiery red. We also grow 
M. sinensis ‘Purple Fall’, which turns a 
rich tint of plum as the season progresses. 
Both have a more upright habit. 


Height and spread 1.5m x 1.5m. 

Origin Japan. 

Conditions Tolerant of most soils, apart 
from very dry or wet; best in full sun. 
Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b. 
Season of interest August — February. 


DIG IN PLANTSPERSON’S FAVOURITES 


OSMUNDA REGALIS 


The magnificent royal fern revels in 
moist soil, where it eventually forms 

an imposing clump. Each spring I look 
forward to the unfurling of its copper- 
tinted young fronds. Maturing to bright 
green, they later become a foil for Iris 
sibirica, candelabra primulas and astilbes. 
In summer, erect, rust-coloured, spore- 
bearing fronds arise and, as autumn takes 
hold, the foliage turns a rich-yellow and 
later cinnamon colour, before withering 
back. O. regalis ‘Purpurascens’ is slightly 
smaller, the growth flushed with purple, 
later maturing to green. AGM. 


Height and spread 1.5m x 1.5m, but 
can grow larger with ample moisture. 
Origin Northern Hemisphere. 
Conditions Moist soil; partial 

to full shade. 

Hardiness RHS H6, USDA 3a-9b. 
Season of interest April —- November. 


aspectacular, 65-acre 
arboretum with some of 
Britain's oldest and tallest 
trees. The almost 
continental climate allows 
an interesting array of 
plants to thrive, including 

a stunning collection of rare 
trees and shrubs, and the 
colours in autumn are 
delightful. Once part of the 
Dawyck Estate, it’s now one 
of three regional properties 
belonging to the Royal 


Botanic Garden, Edinburgh. 
Dawyck Botanic Gardens, 
Stobo, Peebles EH45 9JU. 
Tel 01721 760254, 
rbge.org.uk/dawyck 
Furzey Gardens, tucked 
away ina quiet spot in the 
New Forest, is the perfect 
place to take children to 
enjoy autumn colours. The 
ten-acre informal woodland 
garden is full of nooks and 
crannies to explore. You'll 
also be supporting a very 


good cause. The entrance 
fee, asuggested donation, 
enables Minstead Trust to 
continue its important 
social enterprise that 
includes providing work 
experience and training 

for people with learning 
disabilities at Furzey 
Gardens and nursery, giving 
them the opportunity to 
develop new skills, grow in 
confidence and gain greater 
independence. Due to 


limited car parking, itis 
advisable to pre-book 
tickets, especially at busy 
times of the year. Furzey 
Gardens, School Lane, 
Minstead, nr Lyndhurst, 
Hampshire SO43 7GL. 
Tel 023 8081 2464, 
minsteadtrust.org.uk 

On those dark, rainy 
evenings when | don't feel 
like venturing outside, | 
might sit down to watcha 
Masterclass from Gardens 


Illustrated (see the talk 

with Rachel Siegfried on 

9 November). But | also 
recommend Annie Guilfoyle 
and Noel Kingsbury’s 
Garden Masterclass. | very 
much enjoy the broad range 
of engrossing topics and love 
listening to the inspiring, 
diverse speakers, all of 
whom share a passion 

for plants. Many of the 
recordings are free to watch. 
gardenmasterclass.org' 
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Bhutan ‘Tand of TheThunder Dragon | 


& the Wonders of Northeast India 


Nestled in the eastern Himalayas, the kingdom of Bhutan is not just a geographic 
wonderland but a spiritual sanctuary intricately woven with nature. Often celebrated 
for its Gross National Happiness index, Bhutan finds its spiritual essence rooted in its 
pristine flora. The lush forests, colourful rhododendron blooms, and towering oaks 
are not merely landscapes but revered deities in Bhutanese culture. Bhutan stands 
as an inspiring example of how a deep spiritual ethos can lead to the preservation 
and celebration of the natural world - and harmonious coexistence. 


Our once-in-a-lifetime twenty-day holiday takes you on an immersive journey of 
discovery, visiting sites in Northeast India - travelling from Kolkata to Gangtok, 
Darjeeling and overland into Bhutan. 


Departures in March & October 2024 F( | rr a 


Enquire about bespoke travel dates 


10) 


hello@ecttravel.com +44 (0) 1225 333 747 


DIG IN WISE WORDS 


Just because you can't see — or don't 

notice - much of the wildlife in your 
garden doesn't mean it's unimportant, says 
ecologist Ken Thompson. Invertebrates 
make up the bulk of garden wildlife and 
are essential for a healthy ecosystem 


ILLUSTRATION JILL CALDER 


any gardeners now actively garden with wildlife in 

mind. A welcome development, but what does the 

gardener hope to get out of it? Is it enough simply 

to know that wildlife is thriving in your garden, or do 

you have to see visible evidence of that? The problem 

is that the wildlife you will see in your garden is only 
the tip of the iceberg; the bees, birds and butterflies are only about five 
per cent of even the larger inhabitants of the average garden. Most of the 
earthworms, slugs, snails, woodlice, centipedes, millipedes, harvestmen, 
spiders, bugs, flies, sawflies, wasps, beetles, moths and ants are inevitably 
going to escape attention. And yet that lot, along with a larger and even less 
visible cast, make up the functioning, living, breathing garden ecosystem 
that ultimately supports the birds, the hedgehogs and the frogs. 


Nematodes 


Most garden wildlife escapes attention because it’s too small, too nocturnal, 
or (especially) too subterranean. Few people realise that at least half of all 
animal biomass on the planet is found below ground. Which all seems [> 
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DIG IN WISE WORDS 


> a bit less unlikely when you consider that by far the most abundant 
animals on Earth are nematodes (or roundworms). Nematodes are tiny, 
just about visible with the naked eye, but there are about 4.4 x 10” 
nematodes (or about 55 billion for every human) in the world’s soils, 
and four out of every five individual land animals are nematodes. One 
reason nematodes are so successful is that they have adopted every 
possible means of making a living in soil. Some eat bacteria or other 
microbes, some eat fungi, some are herbivores and others are predators, 
sometimes of animals much larger than themselves. 

To the gardener, a handful of nematodes are enemies (for example, 
plant parasitic eelworms), while a few are valuable friends, such as the 
nematodes you can buy to control slugs or vine weevils. But most are 
just an important — and large - part of the soil ecosystem. 


Ants 


Ants are another group of animals that are more abundant than you 
realise. There are probably around 20 x 10" individual ants worldwide, 
with a total weight greater than all wild birds and mammals combined. 

I know many gardeners don't like ants, but like other invertebrates they’re 
food for larger animals, and if you ever see a green woodpecker in your 
garden, ants are probably the reason. Some plants also rely on ants for 
seed dispersal, with fatty structures called elaiosomes attached to their 
seeds to persuade ants to disperse them. If you’ve ever planted a Cyclamen 
hederifolium in one corner of the garden, and now there are seedlings 
everywhere, ants are probably responsible. 


Spiders 

OK, so you're thinking, ‘Spiders aren't invisible - my garden is full 

of spiders: And so it is, but you still probably fail to notice most of 
them. On a misty autumn morning, the world may seem to be one 
giant spider’s web, but although all spiders make silk, not all spin 
webs - at least not big, noticeable ones — and there are plenty of other 
spiders the presence of which is not at all obvious. 

Globally, there are at least 45,000 species of spider, and all of them 
are predators, overwhelmingly of insects. To put that into perspective, 
the world’s spiders consume annually a weight of insects about the same 
as the weight of meat and fish consumed by the human population. 
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Annually, the world’s spiders 
consume a weight of insects 
about the same as the weight 
of meat and fish consumed 
by the human population 


Many of those insects may be useful, and most 
have no direct impact on you and me at all, but 
some of them would like to eat your plants, and 
there would be a lot more if it werent for spiders. 
Spiders are also important food for many garden 
birds, including wrens, robins, blackbirds, tits, 
dunnocks and goldcrests. Not only that, but 
long-tailed tits and goldfinches use spider webs 
to help build their nests. 

The webs that are so obvious in autumn belong 
to money spiders and orb-web weavers, including 
the ubiquitous garden spider. But many British 
spiders don't build webs to catch their prey. For 
example, the woodlouse spider, usually found 
hiding under stones by day, is a nocturnal hunter 
that specialises in eating woodlice. Its enormous 
fangs are very distinctive, and it’s one of very few 
British spiders that can give you a proper bite. 

Another non-web spinner, and one of very 
few spiders that might even be described as 
‘cute; is the zebra spider. One of several jumping 
spiders, its zebra stripes, short legs and bank of 
four huge eyes, like searchlights, are unmistakable. 
It's often seen patrolling on sunny walls or fences, 
stalking and finally jumping on to its prey from 
a surprisingly long distance. 


Helping invisible wildlife 

Looking after your soil animals is simple: lots 

of plants, lots of organic matter, and go easy 

on the digging. But what can gardeners do for 
spiders? Well, essentially, gardening for wildlife 
is gardening for spiders. If your garden is good for 
lots of other invertebrate wildlife, most of which 
you will never notice, the spiders that also go 
unnoticed will reward you by eating them, and 
both will be eaten by the wildlife you do notice, 
and everyone will be happy. 


« Dr Ken Thompson is a plant ecologist and 
myth buster, who is known for his scientific 

and practical approach to gardening. He is 
author of books on invasive species, biodiversity, 
wildlife gardening, weeds and compost making. 
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Autumn glow 


Merging formal structure with relaxed planting, designer Cristina 
Mazzucchelli’s Piedmont garden reaches its mellow peak at this time of year 


CLARK LAWRENCE PH HS RICHARD BLOOM 


IN BRIEF 


Name Cascina Monferrato. 

What Private country garden of 

designer Cristina Mazzucchelli. 

Where Piedmont, Italy. 

Size 3,000 square metres. 

Soil Hard, heavy clay. 

Climate Continental, with temperatures up 
to 40°C in summer, and below 0°C in winter. 
Hardiness zone USDA 9. 


Sunsets and even autumn itself seem 

to last longer at Cascina Monferrato in 
Piedmont, the country home of garden 
designer Crisitina Mazzucchelli. Gravel and 
paved paths lead from the stone farmhouse 
through the garden to the swimming pool, 
discreetly tucked away in the lowest, most 
private corner of the property. Cristina 

kept many of the trees already on the site, 
such as the fig in the centre and the Robinia 
pseudoacacia on the right, but has added 
new trees, including the fruitless mulberry 
trees pruned into parasol shapes near the 
house and the golden-leaved Gleditsia 
triacanthos f. inermis ‘Sunburst’ 
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here’s an over-used, often joked-about expression some Italians use when they 
want to make polite conversation about the weather, but don't really have anything 
particularly original to say. You hear it most when the first frosts come abruptly, 
late in the year. “Autumn doesn’t even exist anymore,’ they say. 

It might surprise them to see the season is alive and well at the country retreat of 
garden designer Cristina Mazzucchelli, who is better known for creating small but 
chic, modern, balcony and roof gardens for her clients in nearby Milan. Ten years 
ago, she set about restoring a 19th-century stone farmhouse tucked into the rolling 

hills of Monferrato. The property, which enjoys sweeping views of the surrounding Piedmont countryside, 
had been abandoned for years before she asked architect Carlo Alberto Maria Caire to oversee renovations. 

“We were originally confronted with a bare site of no-nonsense agricultural practicality,’ Cristina 
explains. “Outside, a wide concrete slab stretched the whole length of the house. It was used to park 
tractors and meant to keep dirt from getting in the farmhouse. Beyond that, there were only mostly 
dead or dying fruit trees and the rabbit cage. I saved the few trees I could” 

The slab was broken up, and then work began on a new design by Cristina, which opened up views 
and championed drought-tolerant planting and a loose, prairie-style feel. “All gardens need human 
intervention,’ she says, “but here I have worked - no, collaborated — with plants that do well by themselves, 
without too much coaxing; plants that thrive in the climate, rainfall and seasons we have. Not having 
an irrigation system is part of my philosophy and has been for years — it's not just a trend for me.” 

Through her choice of plants and materials, the entire garden exudes a laid-back, relaxing atmosphere; 
it’s Italian, rural and natural, yet elegant. A pair of carefully pruned Morus alba ‘Fruitless’ serve as living 
parasols to shade the outdoor dining area closest to the house. Cristina looks after them personally: “If you 
want certain trees pruned well,’ she says, “you have to do it yourself” Grasses soften the geometric, chess- 
board layout in the gravel garden in front of the house, with five rows of three square beds. They draw the 
eye across the space, and down towards the pergola beyond, which shelters a round, juniper-wood hot tub. 

Terracotta and stone paths are the backbone of the garden's hard landscaping, and guide the way 
from here to the swimming pool at the end of the garden. Cypress trees from a show garden that > 

To continue turn to|page 34 
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Above Neatly trimmed cypresses 
and umberella-pruned mulberries 
combine with the geometric 
squares of soft perennial planting 
to give the gravel garden in front of 
the house an air of relaxed formality. 
Asmall rabbit house, which has 
been transformed into a tool 

shed, hides a pergola-covered 
informal dining area. 


Right above Cristina has preserved 
the garden's agricultural genius loci 
by leaving whatever fruit trees she 
could save to stand where they have 
been for decades, and adding some 
carefully chosen antique items, such 
as a wooden wheelbarrow, a glass 
demijohn and a zinc washbasin. 


Right At the back of the old rabbit 
house, a small pergola creates a 
secluded eating area with views out 
over the surrounding fields. From 
here, steps wind down to the 
swimming pool area flanked by 
ancient fruit trees and low-growing 
grasses and shrubs, including 
Euphorbia characias subsp. wulfenii. 


GARDEN INTERNATIONAL 
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> were once clipped into curly topiary have been left to grow out, and are now shaped more 
simply to punctuate the views and line the wide gravel path to the entrance. 

Physical and visual transitions between the house and garden areas have a very gentle quality, 
including wide steps with low risers. Materials such as bricks and flooring tiles have been recycled 
from the house restoration; antique wooden beams and joists were used to make rustic structures for 
climbers, as well as steps and gates between outdoor spaces; and several items were bought secondhand 
or reclaimed. “Many of the furnishings, indoor and out, were chosen with my mother, Anna, who has 
an excellent eye, not only for the beauty of the objects, but for a good bargain,” says Cristina. 

In making her plant choices, she gave priority to ethereal, low-maintenance plants that don’t require 
much water or attention, such as Stipa tenuissima, Miscanthus sinensis, Muhlenbergia capillaris and 
Pennisetum alopecuroides ‘Hameln, as well as perennials including Salvia yangii, Euphorbia Miner's 
Merlot (= ‘Km-mm024’) and Echinacea purpurea. 

Autumn colours come to Cristina’s garden in a multitude of textures and shades, from the 
red leaves of Euonymus alatus ‘Compactus and yellow fruits of Pseudocydonia sinensis to 
the dark-orange hips of Crataegus persimilis ‘Prunifolia Splendens, pink clouds of muhly grass 
and chartreuse cushions of Spiraea thunbergii. They contrast beautifully with the silver ears 
of Stachys byzantina and glaucous leaves of euphorbias. 

The Dutch Wave of ornamental grasses and flowering perennials didn’t really make it over the Alps 
to Italy, except for a splash here and there. Cristina, however, has known for years what many Italian 
garden designers have yet to discover and effectively incorporate into their landscapes. “I trust the 
elegance, variety and resilience of ornamental grasses and small-leaved perennials,” she says. “Their 
ethereal quality will only come out if air and sunlight pass through them. This hilltop site allows them 
to be seen at their best, and the autumn garden glows beautifully for months on end” 

Cristina’s garden is proof that the Italian autumn, fortunately, does still exist, and, at least here in this 
hilly paradise of Piedmont, can last from September all through November; heavenly, golden and long. 0 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Find out more about Cristina’s work at|cristinamazzucchelli.com 
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Above A rounded Cotinus coggygria 
‘Royal Purple’ shrub surrounded 

by soft grasses, including Stipa 
tenuissima and Cortaderia selloana 
‘White Feather’ helps to enclose the 
swimming pool area. The strength 
of this garden's design lies in its 
restrained palette and conservative 
choices. Instead of experimenting 
with new cultivars, Cristina filled 
her borders with tested and 
trustworthy stalwarts, such as 
Pseudodictamnus mediterraneus, 
Echinacea purpurea and other 
perennials that can take the Italian 
heat and dry conditions. 


Cristina’s 8 key plants 


1 Euonymus alatus ‘Compactus’ This compact winged spindle 
stands out with remarkable crimson autumn colouring. 
Height and spread: 1.5m x 1.5m. AGM*. RHS H6, USDA 4a-8bt. 


2 Phyla nodiflora Cristina uses this common lippia as groundcover throughout 
the garden, helping to soften edges along paths and on the gravel terrace. It 
disappears over winter, returning in spring, and in late summer offers tiny white, 
mauve and orange flowers. 5cm x 20cm. RHS H4, USDA 8a-11. 


3 Pseudocydonia sinensis Known as the Chinese quince, this small, 
semi-evergreen tree with flaking bark has dark-green leaves that turn vivid 
shades of orange and dark red in a cold autumn. Pink flowers are followed by 
yellow fruits. 6m x 6m. RHS H4. USDA 5a-8b. 


4 Albizia julibrissin The Persian silk tree offers fragrant, bottlebrush pink-white 
flowers, and fern-like leaves. 5m x 5m. RHS H4, USDA 6a-9b. 


5 Muhlenbergia capillaris Pink muhly grass produces airy clusters of 
pink spikelets, from midsummer to late autumn. Drought tolerant once 
established. 90cm x 90cm. RHS H4, USDA 5a-9b. 


6 Stachys byzantina Lamb's ears creates a silvery, soft groundcover and 
provides spikes of blue flowers in spring. 25cm x 1m. RHS H7, USDA 4a-9b. 


7 Stipa tenuissima A useful, compact grass with arching, feathery flowering 
panicles in summer. 50cm x 50cm. RHS H4, USDA 7a-10b. 


8 Salix x sepulcralis ‘Erythroflexuosa’ Known as the corkscrew or snake willow, 
this tree has wonderfully twisted orange-yellow stems that contrast with its 
green leaves. 10m x 4-5m. AGM. RHS H5, USDA 5a-8b. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural Society. 
‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 
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PEOPLE GARDENING TALENT 


ANNETTE 
FOERGER 


As garden supervisor at the Horniman 
Museum and Gardens, Annette’s 

role includes helping to create 

displays linked to exhibitions 


PORTRAIT LISA LINDER 


Earliest garden memory Harvesting and eating fresh 
carrots and berries from my grandmother's garden. Having 
lived through two world wars, she turned up her nose at 
‘ornamental’ plants. Everything in her garden had to earn 

its keep by providing something for the family. 

Favourite landscapes that have influenced you The pretty, 
mysterious wooded valley of the River Lahn where | grew up 
— atypical landscape of German romanticism and Grimms’ 
fairy tales. And the Ruaha National Park in Tanzania, with its 
majestic baobab trees — they're unforgettable in their natural 
habitat. Also the Knepp Estate in Sussex, where | spent a 
week working in the walled garden — it was fascinating to see 
how it sits within the larger rewilded landscape of the estate. 
Worthwhile tips Be patient, observe your plants and their 
environment, and see what works. Don't try to control 
everything. Don't be afraid to experiment and embrace 
failure — something unexpected might just come out of it. 
Favourite planting style | struggle to think in terms of 
‘planting styles’ — | enjoy anything that is diverse and 
interesting and allows plants to form communities naturally, 
so they can thrive without constant intervention. 

Favourite ‘weed’ you're happy to have in your 

garden Lemon balm, Melissa officinalis, because 

| like to cut and dry the leaves for tea. 

Biggest challenge facing gardeners today Western 
societies’ disconnection with nature. If people have no sense 
of where their food comes from, it will be impossible to make 
the changes that are necessary to tackle the climate crisis. 
Guiding horticultural principles | played mainly jazz in my 
former career as a musician, and | enjoy gardening most 
when there's a sense of improvisation. At the Horniman, 
there is a real spirit of eagerness to explore new things. 

In what direction do you see horticulture heading in the 
next few years? | hope that the strong movement towards 
less intervention and more sustainability will filter through 
to all parts of the industry and to domestic gardeners. 
Favourite gardening website, Instagram feed — or books 
Isabella Tree's Wilding got me thinking much more about 
promoting biodiversity, even in ornamental gardens. Daniel 
Chamovitz's What a Plant Knows, a fascinating book about 
plant awareness and ‘intelligence’ Lucile Brockway’s Science 
and Colonial Expansion, an analysis of the role of the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew, in transferring crops to different parts 
of the British colonial empire to promote its prosperity. | also 
love Matt Candeias's blog/podcast In Defense of Plants. 
What’s your next big project at the Horniman? Over the 
next two years, we're changing the Victorian Sunken Garden 
to a Bird Garden, with a perennial display providing food 

and nesting places and materials for birds and insects. 
Contactlafoerger@horniman.ac.uk|Instagram: @afoerger 
Find out more about the gardens at|horniman.ac.uk 
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What Private garden of a newly 
built contemporary home, with 
rock-based water feature. 
Where Hergenrath, Belgium. 
Size1,000 square metres. 
Soil Existing clay amended 
with lava sand and compost. 
Climate Temperate. 
Hardiness zone USDA 8. 


In.this garden.close to the German 
border, designer Peter Berg 
remodelled the original landform 
with a contoured slope to lay the 
foundation for a natural stream. The 
presence of the water feature drove 
his primary design decision, to make 
the garden feel more natural and less 
formal, expressed.in everything from 
the'raw character of the stonework 
to the mixed plantings:composed in 
Peter’s own version of the 

New German Style. 
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Above Peter has brought his man-made 
stream to life with sweeps of Molinia caerulea 
‘Heidebraut’ and Juncus ensifolius along the 
edge. The multi-stem Parrotia persica to the 
right was a gift to the owners. 


Left Peter sourced local stone finished with 
a clean flat top to build a raised walkway. 
This allows easy access to clip the nearby 
yew hedge along the boundary. 


Below The square-beamed pergola creates an 
open viewing platform for amber Cornus mas 
surrounded by feathery clumps of Miscanthus 
sinensis ‘FederweiBer’ and Molinia caerulea 
‘Heidebraut' with a flowering wave 

of Calamintha nepeta washing in below. 


esigner Peter Berg has transformed a 
hillside landscape in Belgium into the 
semblance of a wilder world quite literally 
set in stone. Peter created this garden as 
an open invitation to his clients, a couple 
with a young son, to, as he puts it, “step 
outside and enjoy’, placing special emphasis on the last 
syllable: joy. High on the clients’ wish list was the concept 
of a natural stream and green space for their son to play. 
Starting with a blank slate, Peter and his team 
deployed a powerful set of tools and machinery with 
the capability to shift earth, boulders, trees and water 
to wherever they are needed. For him, garden design 
is not about inspiration. “It's more about construction,’ 
he says. “I see the surroundings and then see the space, 
and then I start to construct the garden in my mind.” 
Peter observed that the original slope ran in two 
directions from the house: up and down, and from 
left to right. His first step was to simplify. “It’s only 
good if you have the slope in one direction and it’s 
always better to see the slope rising in front of you.” 
The landform now slopes in a gradual descent from 


ene 
y 


the top left side of the garden downwards before 
sweeping across the expanse of lawn. 

The entire house is set into steep hillside, with its 
top floor opening on to a terrace in the back. Only the 
family can see the new back garden, which appears 
to recede far into the distance to the forest beyond. 
Harnessing the power of contrasts, Peter used a set 
of wide stone steps and roughly chiselled brick walls 
to transition from the linear house and terrace to the 
rawer elemental garden above. 

The wide feathery form of Gleditsia triacanthos f. 
inermis marks the point of entry, while lightly shading 
the terrace below. This multi-stem specimen is nestled 


in a low coniferous skirt, combined with the blackened 


cones of Echinacea purpurea ‘Green Jewel, two species 

of late-blooming asters and the dreamy bunchgrass 

Sporobolus heterolepis ‘Cloud’ veiling the front edge. 
Here, Peter has configured an artfully tumbled 

sequence of basalt slabs, supporting raised beds on 

either side, that weave in and out at various points 

for the entire length of the garden. At the midway [> 


To continue turn to 
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Above Peter has mastered 
the art of making an 
artificial stream appear 
completely naturalised 

in the garden. He first 
builds up the boulders at 
key points with a series 

of levels to define the 
water's path. The stream 
continually varies in width 
and depth, so it can also 
hold water even when 

the pumps are off. 
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Creating a garden stream 


Working freely, without a plan, Peter is guided by 
the garden's genius loci and what feels right for the 
place. When constructing a stream, his team starts 
by reshaping the terrain with strategic sloping to 
create a pathway for the water to follow. 

Like any good story, the stream needs a clear 
beginning, middle and end. At Hergenrath, the 
stream starts out in a small pool at the top of 
the slope, from where the water feeds down 
gradually to the larger pool below. Adding a 
few slight bends to its course makes the flow 
feel more natural. Peter has enhanced it with 
a series of small waterfalls designed to create 
levels as it travels down the slope. 

For this stream, he has used two pumps to 
control the water flow, both positioned in the 


deeper pool. One uses a mineral filter to clean the 
water while a larger pump recirculates the water 
via a buried hose back up to the pool at the top. 

The stream bed is dug down to various depths 
and widths to give it a natural feel, anywhere 
from 5cm to 40cm deep, and from 30cm to 1.2m 
across. The deeper pool is 1m deep. Once digging 
is complete and the form is right, the whole stream 
bed is covered with PVC liner trimmed to fit. 

Peter always prefers to work with locally 
quarried stone — favouring the taupe-coloured 
basalt easily sourced in Germany. He deftly 
combines massive boulders with smaller pieces 
to create accent points along the stream’s path, 
using gravel along the bottom to conceal the 
liner and perfect the illusion. 
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Above Peter builds up his plantings in layers to 
create a sense of fullness, starting here from 
the top with Gleditsia triacanthos f. inermis, 
with mid-level shrubs such as Amelanchier x 
lamarckii and Cornus mas under each wing. 


Left The lone Pinus nigra is pruned bonsai- 
style to keep an open shape. Silver whisks of 
Salvia ‘Blue Spire’ mark the edge below, while 
Miscanthus sinensis ‘FederweiBer' lights up 
the middle distance. 


Below Autumn splendour with a pairing of 
crimson Acer japonicum and Cornus mas 
upswept by brushes of Molinia caerulea 
‘Heidebraut’ and grounded by sloping 
mounds of Taxus baccata ‘Repandens’ 


> point, the piéce de résistance, a boulder-studded 
mountain stream flows down the main slope of the 
garden, before it narrows to cross the lawn and run 
into the sheltered quietus of a rocky pool, graced 
by an Acer japonicum outstretched above. 

No touch is too delicate or too small. V-shaped 
brushes of Molinia caerulea ‘Heidebraut’ grow at 
the base of the boulders that cluster along the stream, 
while beads of water shimmer on the foliage of 
Alchemilla epipsila. The dainty reed Juncus ensifolius 
brings light dashes of green right into the water 
current, while creeping groundcovers such as 
Fragaria vesca ‘Alexandria soften the boulders, 
with new mosses already filling the gaps. 

A keen observer of nuance in the natural world, 
Peter plants such clues to reward closer inspection. 
“Pay attention and then you will understand it? 
he says, as these minute subtleties reveal the inner 
complexity of a garden designed to look as if it’s been 
there forever. In the main areas, he carefully varied 
the combinations of boulders and charismatic multi- 
stem trees with wild-ish underplantings, a formula 


repeated at intervals up to the wooden pergola at 
the very back of the garden. 

Seasonal drama intensifies in a riot of autumn 
colour, with head-turning marvels such as Parrotia 
persica and Liquidambar styraciflua sporting every 
shade from yellow to orange-red. The autumn 
collection also features Amelanchier x lamarckii, 
Euonymus alatus and Cornus kousa - set off by 
massive clumps of Miscanthus sinensis ‘Federweifer’, 
with silvery Salvia ‘Blue Spire’ providing contrast 
along the rocks below. 

To mark the project’s completion, the owners 
presented Peter with a copy of Karl Forester’s book 
Der Steingarten der sieben Jahreszeiten (The Rock Garden 
of the Seven Seasons), in which the legendary German 
plantsman, known for his work with perennials, wrote: 
“There is no plant not improved by combining with 
stone: It's clearly a lesson Peter Berg has taken to heart. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Find out more about Peter's work 
at|gartenlandschaft.com/en/ 


Above Near the house, 
perennial groupings 

are scaled to match the 
stonework. Here Peter 
combined Echinacea 
purpurea ‘Green Jewel’ 
with dwarf aster Galatella 
sedifolia ‘Nana’ prairie 
grass Sporobolus 
heterolepis ‘Cloud’ and 
Symphyotrichum ericoides 
var. prostratum ‘Snow 
Flurry’ spilling over 

the edge. 
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tp sare ihe epitome of scented summer 
s, and now is the perfect time to sow 


A mix of sweet peas in a vase will fill 
your home with scent. Cut stem 

ae 
in the morning, before th * _~ 


day, and put directly into v vater é | 
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longer-lasting stems. — 


PLANTING IDEAS SWEET PEAS 


¥ 


* 
= . s 
Flower farmer ani eorgie 
Newbery of Common Flowers in 
Somerset started her business by selling 
bunches of sweet'peas from home. 
a e*# a e 
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stand of sweet peas 
is an irresistible 
addition to any 
summer garden, 
planted to grow up 
teepees, scramble over 
pergolas, fill pots or 
(my favourite) grow 
in rows, potager style, in a cut-flower patch. 
I started my cut-flower business by 
selling bunches of sweet peas from a 
barrow in the lane in front of my house, 
and I wouldn't be without them. I love 
their scent as well as their crepe de chine 
frilliness, and although they aren't wow- 
factor flowers, they are great when cut, 
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as each one is individual perfection. My 
clients love them tumbling out of wedding 
bouquets, tight in table posies or dotted 
about the house in handfuls. 

Sow after the autumn equinox and your 
seed will germinate slowly and sit quietly. 
Plants will develop strong root systems 
through the winter, so that when you plant 
them out in the spring they can romp away, 
growing tall and producing long stems 
in early summer. Seedlings will survive a 
winter in cool greenhouse, polytunnel or 
even a protected spot outside. If you sow 
after Christmas, the closer you sow to the 
summer solstice, the shorter your plants 
will be, with later flowers. 


Georgie’s top 10 
sweet peas to grow 


1 Lathyrus odoratus ‘Nimbus’ 
With its gorgeous dark flake on 
a white background, this is a 
dramatic, perhaps even Gothic 
take on the classic sweet pea. 
Handsome, rather than pretty, 
but very useful in floral design. 
Height and spread: 1.8m x 
45cm. USDA 2a-11'. 


2 Lathyrus odoratus 

‘Swan Lake’ 

‘Swan Lake’ is a really good 
white for wedding flowers. It is 
a hard worker, very floriferous 
and with a delicious scent. 

| wouldn't be without this one. 
1.8m x 30cm. USDA 2a-11. 


3 Lathyrus odoratus ‘Jilly’ 
Strong stemmed and large 
flowered, this sweet pea has a 
formidable ruffle and gives you 
real visual wow factor. Fewer 
stems and less scent than ‘Swan 
Lake’, but each stem is stunning. 
2.4m x 45cm. AGM*. RHS H3, 
USDA 2a-11. 


4 Lathyrus odoratus 

‘Almost Black’ 

Not the most scented cultivar 
I've ever grown, but what a 
colour. Try black sweet peas for 
later flowering — imagine how 
good this dramatic, rich colour 
would be with dahlias and 
alate-summer cut-flower 
patch mix. 1.8m x 15cm. 

RHS H3, USDA 2a-11. 


On my cut-flower farm, I sow one crop 
in early October, and another in early 
February. The October sowing can flower 
in the polytunnel as early as late April. The 
February sowing is planted outside and 
flowers from late June and through July. 

I sow my seeds into free-draining, 
peat-free compost, one seed per module, 
a knuckle deep. I use Rootrainer modules, 
which come in a special deep version ideal 
for sweet peas, and put them somewhere 
light and cool to germinate, covering 
the trays with a clear lid to protect from 
mice. If you grow your sweet peas in these 
Rootrainers, then they wont need potting 
on before planting out. > 


5 Lathyrus odoratus ‘Eclipse’ 

A beautiful cultivar with a 
wonderfully rich colour. Is it 
fuchsia, lilac or purple? However 
you describe it, it’s a colour that 
fairly glows on a plant, which keeps 
on giving when many of the other 
cultivars have shrivelled up with old 
age. 1.8m x 30cm. USDA 2a-11. 


H sweet pea flowers as 
often as you can to keep the 
plants producing more 


us odoratus ‘High Scent’ 
ly all-time favourites. The 
a ickground can work well 
yhite, blue or pastel-shaded 
ne. The blue rim gives the 
definition, and the scent 


can’t be beaten. 1.8m x 15cm. 
AGM. RHS H2, USDA 2a-11. 


7 Lathyrus odoratus 

‘Red Ensign’ 

I'ma fan of bright-red sweet 
peas. This one gives depth to 

a pink scheme, contrast 

to aspring scheme and plays 
well with later summer colours. 
Another cultivar that will 

flower on and on. 

1.8m x 15cm. USDA 2a-11. 


8 Lathyrus odoratus 

‘Alan Roberts’ 

| grow ‘Alan Roberts’ because it’s 
great for weddings. The pink flake 
on white petals is great in 
bridesmaids’ posies or dotted in 
jam jars down tables. Not the 
longest stems, but well worth it 
for wow factor. This one never 
fades into the background. Like 
‘Nimbus’, the flake on the petals 
means it always stands out. 
1.8m x 15cm. USDA 2a-11. 


9 Lathyrus odoratus Emilia Fox’ 
If you'd like a sweet pea that looks 
like one of the old cultivars, such 
as ‘Matucana’ or ‘Cupani’, but has 
alonger stem and bigger flower, 
then ‘Emilia Fox’ is a great option. 
The flowers darken as they ripen, 
get moodier if you like. It’s a 
useful highlight in a bouquet or 
posy. 1.8m x 15cm. USDA 2a-11. 


10 Lathyrus odoratus 

Mammoth Mixed 

A mix of useful colours, including 
this pale pink. It offers long stems 
(the clue is inthe name), good 
flowerheads and a nice mix of 
colours. If you fancy just flinging 
a mix of sweet peas ina tray to 
germinate, this is a good one to 
choose. 1.8m x 30cm. 


*Holds an Award of Garden 
Merit from the Royal 
Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings given 
where available. 


> Ifyou sow your sweet pea seeds ina 
normal seed tray or a few to a pot, it’s a 
good idea to pot them on into individual 
pots so that their root systems can grow 
unencumbered by a neighbour. Pot on after 
the pinching out phase (see[page 52). 

Before you plant out your sweet peas, 
give them a fortnight to harden off, outside 
of the greenhouse or protected space where 
they may have spent the winter. Choose a 
site with humus-rich soil that holds plenty 
of water, in a sunny spot. Dig a trench 
around 30cm deep and wide (it’s easier to 
do this if you are growing your sweet peas 
in a row rather than up a teepee). Fill with 
good, rich compost and leave for a few 


days so the birds can peck out slug eggs 
before you plant into it. 

Plant out your seedlings with up to 
30cm between them. This way, greedy 
roots will never have to fight for food 
or water, and there will be room for the 
bushy stems to climb high and flower. 
Water your newly planted out sweet 
peas in well and watch them grow. 

Feed fortnightly with a general-purpose 
feed, such as a seaweed solution. 

Sweet peas can also be grown in large, 
deep planters, but will likely go over more 
quickly than those in the ground, because 
planters tend to dry out more easily and 
the goodness in the compost gets washed 


out with watering. Fill the pots with extra- 
rich compost, water often and feed weekly. 
Harvest sweet pea flowers as often as 
you can to keep the plants producing more. 
The first flush will have the longest stems, 
and as the plant uses its energy to produce 
more, the stems will get shorter. To keep 
stems long, take up to half the leaves off 
the plant, and remove as many tendrils as 
you like. If you remove tendrils, you'll need 
more string to tie your sweet pea plants to 
the netting or support they grow up. 
We cut and put straight into water, 
and let them have a couple of hours’ 
drink before arranging them. Because we 
don't use floral foam, most of our D> 
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> floristry is water based, and plants don’t 
need extra conditioning for that. 

While sweet peas are generally easy to 
grow, they can experience some issues, such 
as aphid infestations, but I simply leave these 
pests as a protein-rich meal for beetles, small 
birds, hoverflies and ladybirds, which will 
take care of the problem for you. Over- 
wintered seedlings can look flea bitten, but 
once they are planted out, they mostly grow 
away from their sad winter foliage and give 
you a great crop. 

In spring, the difference in air temperature 
between day and night can cause ‘bud drop; 
when the buds stop developing and fall off at 
the slightest touch. They can also be prone to 
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rust and mildew, and can brown from 
the ground up - often when the plants 
have been flowering for weeks. A gentle, 
fortnightly feed with seaweed solution will 
help slow the ageing process, but sweet 
peas are annual plants: their objective is to 
germinate, grow, flower, set seed and die. 
By cutting the flowers, we slow that process, 
but if you want a long season of sweet peas 
you really need to sow a second crop later, 
so a high-summer flush of sweet peas can 
continue scenting your house and garden 
after the first plants have been composted. 
Heritage cultivars have the smallest 
sweet pea heads on the shortest stems and 
the strongest scent. Spencer and modern 


How to grow 
sweet peas 


1 Sow seed fresh into free- 
draining, peat-free compost. My 
mother scores the shells of sweet 
pea seeds with a paring knife to 
encourage swift germination, and 
| used to soak seeds overnight 
before sowing, but now | sow 
fresh from the supplier and they 
germinate fine — perhaps a few 
days more slowly than soaked or 
pared seeds. Save any fat, well 
developed seedpods you find on 
your plants to sow next season. 


2 Sow into pots two or three 
times the usual depth of a seed 
tray. Sweet peas are leguminous 
plants and so like a deep pot to 
grow roots into. | use long 
Rootrainer modules. 


3 Pinch out germinated 
seedlings once they have grown 
up strong, to two sets of true 
leaves. | use snips because my 
fingers are too blunt. Pinching out 
will encourage the plants to bush 
out, with each plant giving three 
strong leading stems and lots of 
material to cut. Once the bushy 
side shoots have developed, you 
can pinch out again, leaving one 
strong stem to grow cordon style 
up astring. This is the way to get 
the longest flower stems and 
largest flowerheads, but you 
don't have to pinch out. | like 
bushy plants and lots of material 
for cutting, and | don't need 
especially long stems. 

4 Grow your sweet peas up jute 
netting. Sweet peas find it easy 
to grab on to the jute with their 
climbing tendrils and so require 
less tying in. Jute netting can also 
be thrown on the compost heap, 
so there's no need to pull the 
netting away from spent plants 
at the end of the season — saving 
you a lot of work. 


grandiflora cultivars offer much more bang 
for your buck, longer stems and larger 
flowerheads, but at the cost of fragrance 

— although a bowl of 50 will still give you 
knockout scent, no matter how large the 
room. For early flowering varieties, look to 
the Solstice series; they appear a few weeks 
earlier but, for me, don't have the wow factor. 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
To find out about Georgie’s workshops, 
go to[commonfarmflowers.com] 
To watch our short video of 

Georgie with more sweet pea tips, 
scan the QR code with your phone * 


camera or go to)bit.ly/3RXrat8 


| - J 
Sow a second crop later 8% 
than the firstso ahigh- 
nimer flush of sweet peas!\/4 
an continue scenting 4 
pur iouse and garden 


Georgie cuts sweet.peas from her 
polytunnels. She leaves the foliage 


andjtendrils sohe{plants bush out 
beautifully. This matertal also provides 
an interesting structukal element to 
use yee inher f ustry work. 
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IN BRIEF 
What A small city garden for a young 
family, with layered planting comprising 
small trees and shrubs, grasses, 
flowering perennials and a lawn, and 
gravel paths with concrete stepping 
stones leading to secluded seating areas., 
Where Amsterdam, the Netherlands. 
Size 200 square metres. 
Soil Sandy soil improved with compost. 
, Climate Temperate. 
_Hardiness zone USDA 92 


Space for nature 


Dutch designer Arjan Boekel has created a lush urban oasis for 
a new-build family home in Amsterdam, filtering out the 
Surrounding city with a carefully curated palette of plants 


WORDS ZIA ALLAWAY PHOTOGRAPHS SIETSKE DE VRIES 
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ornamental grasses, including 


otherwise dominate the scene. 


ighting up an unforgiving landscape of brick and 

stone, Dutch designer Arjan Boekel’s lush city 

garden design wraps around his client’s glass-edged 

contemporary house like an embroidered blanket. 

Colourful flowers overlay an autumn backdrop 

of emerald and scarlet foliage, while gravel paths, 
grasses and a strip of velvety lawn provide textural contrasts. 

Arjans clients Sandra and Earl live with their young children 

on the south side of Amsterdam, in an area designated for new- 
build homes. “The couple invited a top architecture firm to design 
their house and asked me to create a natural-looking garden to both 
contrast and harmonise with the modern building,” explains Arjan. 
“The challenge was to design a space that would offer something 
beautiful to look at year-round from the glass facade on the ground 


This image A medley of deciduous - § 4 


Molinia caerulea ‘Edith Dudszus' and 
Hakonechloa macra, inject textural 
contrasts and turn gold and russet 
as autumn progresses into winter. 


Left Tall, airy Rhus typhina ‘Dissecta’ 
and burgundy Cotinus coggygria 
‘Royal Purple’ create architectural 
interest and help to filter the views of 
surrounding buildings, which would 
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floor. The garden also had to provide a safe space for their children 
to play and explore.” 

Sandra and Earl loved the designs of Piet Oudolf, so Arjan took 
some inspiration from his courtyard garden at Hauser & Wirth, 
Somerset, using a palette of grasses and perennials, but with more 
woody, structural plants to help filter the urban environment, so the 
family dortt feel completely overwhelmed by their surroundings. 

“T like the intimacy of enclosed courtyard gardens, too,’ says Arjan, 
“and this style also influenced the design” 

He began by setting out the footprint for the L-shaped garden, 
designing planting beds close to the house and seating areas 
alongside the boundaries. “I wanted the atmosphere of the garden 
to roll out from the house, and for your eyes to be drawn to the trees 
and plants. You can also look through them to additional planting > 


4 KEY PLANTS FOR AUTUMN 


1 Rhus typhina ‘Dissecta’ This small tree produces large, dissected green 
leaves that take on yellow, orange and red tints in autumn. Cone-shaped 
flowers appear in summer, followed, on female plants, by dark-red berries. 
Height and spread: 2.5m x 2.5m. AGM*. RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b*. 

2 Hydrangea quercifolia ‘Burgundy’ The lobed, oak-leaf-shaped foliage of 
this shrub sets off conical white flowerheads in summer that fade to pink. 
Foliage turns a fiery red in autumn. 2m x 2.5m. RHS H5, USDA 5a-9b. 

3 Aruncus ‘Horatio’ A tall, shade-loving perennial grown for its deeply cut 
foliage, and the tassels of cream-coloured flowers that develop into brown 
seedheads. 1.2m x 75cm. RHS H6, USDA 4a-7b. 

4 Bistorta amplexicaulis ‘Alba’ Spires of white flowers appear on this 
clump-forming perennial from late summer to autumn above spear- 
shaped green foliage. 1.2m x 60cm. RHS H7, USDA 4a-7b. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the Royal Horticultural 


Society.‘Hardiness ratings given where available. 
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Arjan has used horizontal: 
stepping stonés to’emphasise 
the width of the garden and 
extend the journey arotind. 
the space. “| chose gravel 
because of its Soft character “ff 
and concrete stepping stones 
to echo the strict lines ofthe 
architecture and complement 
the glass, wood and natural 


stone facade,’ he says. 
7 ; 


> at the back of the garden, which creates the illusion of more depth 
in a small space.” Placing the functional areas next to the boundaries 
and screening the seating with trees and shrubs meant that Arjan 
was able to provide privacy for the family, out of sight of their 
neighbours’ windows, without having to make the walls too high. 
“One boundary adjacent to the house is made from brick while the 
others are clad with ivy,’ says Arjan. “These slim ‘hedges’ embrace the 
garden without drawing too much attention, keeping the focus in the 
centre of the space. They also take up very little ground room in 
a plot where every centimetre counts.’ A river of gravel and concrete 
stepping stones flows through the garden, linking the house with 


the planting and seating areas. 


The planting had to be resilient in a country where wind is an 
issue, even in the city. “I've used plants that withstand drought, 


wind and part shade to create the natural layers you find in a 
woodland: small trees provide the upper canopy, with an understorey 
of shrubs, perennials, grasses and bulbs below them,’ explains Arjan. 

He chose the staghorn sumac, Rhus typhina ‘Dissecta, for its 
intriguing, twisted structure and large, dramatic foliage, which 
sparkles in autumn in shades of scarlet and gold. “The trees help to 
create a soft, dappled light, diffusing the contrasting sharp glare of 
sun and dark shadows you often find in city gardens,” he says. 

Other stars of the autumn garden include the oak-leaved 
hydrangea, Hydrangea quercifolia ‘Burgundy, which turns bright 
crimson as temperatures fall; Cotinus coggygria ‘Royal Purple, the 
burgundy leaves of which also fire up to red; and the flowering 
cherry Prunus ‘Accolade’ that offers autumn foliage colour as well 
as pink blossom in spring. “These plants all look great with ferns 


Slim ivy hedges’ embrace 
the garden without drawing 
too much attention 


GARDEN SMALL 


and grasses, including Sesleria autumnalis, Hakonechloa macra and 
Molinia caerulea “Edith Dudszus, which perform well into winter” 

Flowers are woven into this leafy mix, adding bursts of colour 
that ebb and flow throughout the year, with bulbs such as crocuses, 
narcissi, species tulips and alliums making a splash in spring, before 
the summer perennials, which include gaura, verbascums, hardy 
geraniums, asters and persicarias, make their mark. 

This is Sandra and Earl’s first garden, but Arjan says they have 
now become keen gardeners. They can often be found weeding 
and pruning the plants, enjoying the simple pleasures of being 
outside in their own small slice of nature. Oo 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Discover more about Arjan’s work at|boekeltuinen.nl 
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PETER CHAN 


The bonsai expert and nurseryman on his journey from writing speeches for 
Margaret Thatcher to demystifying the ancient art of sculpting live plants 


WORDS PAULA McWATERS PORTRAIT RICHARD BLOOM 


eter Chan's knowledge of bonsai is self-taught. 
“Many people, when they see a Chinese face, think 
‘Oh, you must have learned the art of bonsai from 
your father or grandfather. No way. I taught myself 
and everything I have learned has been through 
my own experimenting.” 

Not that Peter keeps his 57 years of bonsai 
experience and expertise to himself. On the contrary, he runs 
Britain's leading bonsai nursery, Herons, on a seven-acre site in 
Lingfield, Surrey, and shares his knowledge worldwide through 
his books, workshops and how-to videos. “Creating and teaching 
are what I love. YouTube has been a revelation. I only started my 
channel four years ago and I have built up a following of more 
than 452,000,” he says. “I want to make bonsai simple. There 
should be no mystique.” 

At 83, Peter is enjoying the increased attention that his videos 
have brought him. He says he is shy, 
but he is not afraid to promote his 
skills and he comes to life on camera, 
in a colourful Hawaiian shirt, 
demonstrating with great dexterity 
the shaping, pruning and wiring that 
is required to produce a fine bonsai 
specimen. “It is living sculpture with 
plants, and it’s so satisfying. You 
need patience and calmness. By 
doing it you learn to look, to 
appreciate the beauty.” 

Many of his students tell him how 
bonsai has helped them through 
trauma and difficulties. His own life 
has had its share of twists and turns, 
with fate leading him to move to the 
UK from India, where he was born 
and brought up, third generation 
Chinese. He had just finished a degree 
in electrical engineering at the prestigious Indian Institute of 
Technology when the Sino-Indian war broke out in 1962 and his 
family had to flee to evade internment by the Indian government. 
“While most of my university contemporaries went to America, 
I came to England because my pen friend Dawn, who I'd been 
writing to since our teens, was here.” 

Peter’s love of bonsai started four years later, when he and 
Dawn married and bought their first home, a flat in south 
London with a big balcony, where Peter's desire to grow things 
and the necessity to raise them in pots coincided. He learned 
pottery at adult education classes and then “plucked a few 
seedlings, tried a few things and that’s how my knowledge 
of bonsai was built”. The very first pot that he made is still 
proudly displayed in his studio. 

At this stage, it was still a hobby, albeit one he was passionate 
about. He joined then became chairman of the British Bonsai 
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YOU NEED 
PATIENCE AND 
CALMNESS. BY 
DOING IT YOU 
LEARN TO LOOK, 
TOAPPRECIATE 
THE BEAUTY 


Association, and won 21 Gold RHS medals for bonsai exhibits, 
some as a solo amateur. Professionally, he worked ten years in the 
UK electrical supply industry and then later as a senior 
administrator and speech writer for the Department of Energy, 
occasionally penning speeches for Margaret Thatcher. “I thought 
that when I reached 55, I might ask for early retirement and start 

a little hobby business, nothing more than that” 

That all changed when the premises in Lingfield came up for 
sale in 1985 and he decided to wave goodbye to a steady job in 
the Civil Service and take a giant leap. “It was a big risk - we had 
two children by then — but I felt ready. I had built up a reputation 
for bonsai and a young bank manager who had faith in me was 
willing to grant me a loan, so the die was cast.” As an engineer, 
Peter was used to problem-solving. “We had setbacks, but 
I always look for the positive. The site was semi-derelict and it 
was just Dawn and me working it, but even when the greenhouses 
blew down in the 1987 hurricane, 

I saw it as a chance to rebuild” 

With his initial stock of 300 bonsai 
larches - raised in the garden of their 
previous house - selling out within six 
months, Peter had to start growing on 
a much larger scale. He now employs 
eight full-time and two part-time staff 
and the nursery is filled with bench 
after bench of perfectly proportioned 
trees, ranging in price from £15, for 
a starter tree, to tens of thousands of 
pounds for a mature specimen. 

In 1997, Peter and Dawn loaned 
20 bonsai trees to RHS Garden Wisley, 
creating the Herons Bonsai Walk to 
give visitors a chance to get up close 
to bonsai and admire the skill with 
which it is created. Peter still regularly 
tends the display and he is delighted 
by how the appeal of bonsai has grown over the years. “Almost 
every country in the world has its own bonsai society now.’ 

Although Peter lost his wife Dawn to cancer six years ago, he 
intends to go on teaching bonsai for as long as he can. Keeping fit 
and healthy, he swing dances two or three times a week in a large 
studio at the nursery. “I believe that knowledge is a human birth 
right. It should not be kept to yourself. I am still very happy doing 
what I do. At university I wanted to switch courses to architecture 
but they wouldn't let me. But in a way I have come full circle 
because bonsai is so creative, I feel I have fulfilled my dream” 4 


USEFUL INFORMATION 

Address Herons Bonsai, Wiremill Lane, Newchapel, nr Lingfield, 
Surrey RH7 6HJ. Tel 01342 832657. Weblherons.co.uk] 

Open Wednesday — Saturday, 10am-4pm; Sundays llam-4pm. 
View Peter's videos at}youtube.com/@HeronsBonsaiUK 
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Classic charm 


A mix of formal features and natural areas create an atmosphere 
of quiet charm in this traditional Cumbrian garden 
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IN BRIEF 


What Large rural gardén, blending 

) formality,with informality, 

4 Where Cumbria. 
Size Sixacres of garden that sit 
within nine acfes in total. , _ 
Soil Heavy clay, high water table) Mae \ 
Climate Exposed to westerly winds. Ses, 
and high rainfall: : 


Hardiness zone USDA 8b. We > ae 


Throughout the garden, the owners 

have strategically positioned 

a series of small buildings to take in 
#the-garden views. This one provides 
. » aquiet place to observe the nature’ <= 
~ living in and around the pond. - 


‘Facing page Close tothe howe, . 
the»pond was one of the first» " 
garden features the owners» 
Created after bad storms brought a" 
down several trees.in 2005. Now. ca 
brimming with wildlife, it adds a 
natural counterpoint to the formal _ 
™ hedging and.topiary behind. 


here are many factors that influence the evolution of a garden, 
and the weather often plays a crucial role, as it did in this private 
Cumbrian garden. Since the 1960s, the garden has been under 
constant development, resulting in an extensive collection of 
trees and shrubs. The house is surrounded on all sides by garden, 
approximately six acres in total, and a southwestern aspect 
means the prevailing winds take their toll. 
When the current owners arrived in 2004, there were 
two large conifer plantations containing approximately 500 established trees. 
Planted to shelter the garden from the wind, they had become overgrown and 
were overshadowing it. Bad storms in 2005 wreaked havoc, leaving many of the 
plantation trees leaning into each other. This gave the owners the impetus they 
required to remove the conifers and begin the re-creation of the garden. But 
without the woodland windbreak, the garden continued to suffer, with yet more 
trees falling victim to the strong winds. A good number of mature trees remained, 
including oak, beech, lime and some mature rhododendrons, but it was clear 
that it was time to completely re-design the garden. 

In 2006, house renovations meant that heavy machinery was readily available to 
help re-shape the garden. The radical transformation was not undertaken lightly, with 
the undoing of decades of someone else’s hard graft. A timely visit to Arabella Lennox- 
Boyd's garden, Gresgarth Hall near Lancaster, provided a necessary lightbulb moment 
for the owner, who continues to visit the designer's garden at least three or four times 
a year. “I take inspiration on every visit; he says, “as it all looks achievable and not 
over-daunting. Of course, that is the skill of a great garden designer” 

The pond, at the front of the house, was the first new feature to be created, closely 
followed by an earth mound, and both of these have been strategically positioned 
to be in direct view from the house. Creating the pond involved digging down as far 
as they dared into the heavy Cumbrian clay, but disposing of the spoil would have 
been very expensive, so an enthusiastic digger driver was engaged, which led to 

some creative land forming. It was soon apparent, however, that there was not [> 
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Facing page 

1Aselection of topiary shapes add year-round 
interest to the gravel garden, with seasonal colour 
from pots of Hydrangea quercifolia. 


2 Grown from seed, Cosmos bipinnatus Sonata 
Series has proved very reliable for a splash of 
late-season colour. 


3 On the edge of the pond, a mature tulip tree, 
Liriodendron tulipifera, creates a golden autumn 
show. It also flowers profusely in summer. 


4 Mixed hedges and pleached trees help to define 
this formal lawn, where a mermaid sculpture by 
figurative artist David Williams-Ellis provides a 
central focal point for the water feature. 


5 Surrounded by Quercus rubra trees, the spiral 
earth mound was created using the spoil from the 
new pond along with 200 tonnes of additional soil. 
The creative landform helps to enhance the flat 
landscape of the garden. 


6 Swamp cypress, Taxodium distichum, is an 
unusual deciduous conifer from the southern USA 
that grows on very wet or seasonally flooded soil. 
It relishes the moist, Cumbrian clay and offers 

a bronze hue in autumn. 


a D> nearly enough spoil to achieve a spiral mound, so a call was made to a local farmer 
who just happened to have 200 tonnes of soil to spare. 

A grove of Betula utilis subsp. jacquemontii adjacent to the drive was another early 
addition, an idea proposed by Lancaster-based designer David Redmore, who also 
suggested the semi-circular beech hedge at the end of the drive, helping to connect the 
house and garden. Hedges of holly, beech and yew all play an important role in creating 
divisions, forming backdrops for planting and filtering the threatening winds. 

“Tt is both rewarding and surprising how well all the hedges have done in the garden; 
says head gardener Nick Deeble. “We put this down to the good soil preparation before 
planting and improving the drainage.” This belt-and-braces approach has been key to the 
garden's success, along with a strict composting and recycling regime. 

Local nurseryman Tom Attwood, of Abi & Tom's Garden Plants near Kendal, has 
been a regular planting consultant over the past ten years, not only designing herbaceous 
borders but also providing the plants. “We use Tom because we know that most of his 
plants are propagated on site, and having had a taste of the Cumbrian weather, are 
more likely to thrive,” says Nick. “Tom has a free-flowing, informal style, using plants 
that many garden designers may well overlook” 

Tom certainly makes the most of these large borders, including large perennials such as 
Eutrochium maculatum Atropurpureum Group and Rudbeckia laciniata “Herbstsonne; both 
of which look splendid as summer gives way to autumn, even if Nick has mixed feelings 
about what the season brings. “I can’t deny the unique beauty of the colours at this time 
of year, but every orange, red and brown leaf that falls to the floor has to be picked up, 
and we have a lot of trees.” He and the owner are, however, in agreement on the best trees 
and shrubs for providing autumn interest, including Quercus rubra for its fiery, red leaves and 
Cercidiphyllum japonicum for its golden-yellow foliage and the delightful, burnt-sugar scent 
it emits at this time of year. Liriodendron tulipifera also has a wonderful autumn display here, 
and Hydrangea quercifolia offers rich, burgundy-toned leaves. 

Herbaceous plants also contribute to the autumn show, with Euphorbia palustris 
turning a radiant orange-red. Darmera peltata lines the edges of the pond, fading from 
bright orange to brown, before succumbing to first frosts, and Aster x frikartii ‘Monch 
adds a dash of blue-purple, perfectly complementing the autumn hues. 0 
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Britzensis' fas been 
creatively coppiced to encourage 
the trees to produce plenty of new 
growth with glowing winter colour. 
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1A mix of cosmos add bright colour around the 
greenhouse, which is essential for over-wintering 
tender plants. Many plants, including Meconopsis, 
which need to be replenished every year to ensure 
it remains, are also propagated here from seed 
harvested from the garden, and planted out the 
following year. 


2 Rhododendron luteum offers rich autumn 
foliage in shades of orange, yellow and red. 


3 Alarge yew tree is adorned with bird boxes, 
made by a local retired farmer. The owner ran 
out of places to put them and so they have 
become a feature attached to the trunk. 


4 Everything is recycled, so when a beech tree (the 
largest tree in the garden) had to be felled it was cut 
up and used to create a ‘log wall’ Punctuated with 
yew hedging and draped with climbing roses, it has 
become a haven for nesting birds. 


5 The Betula utilis subsp. jacquemontii grove flanks 
the driveway, offering screening for the house. The 
ghostly white trunks look wonderful in winter. in 


6 Nurseryman Tom Attwood has added hei 
drama to the borders using large perennial: 
as Veronicastrum virginicum ‘Apollo, Fo nicul 
vulgare and Echinacea purpurea ‘White ] 
which are left to stand well into winter. 


Koelreuteria paniculata 

This large spreading tree 
from the dry valleys of China 
prefers a hot, sunny position 
where its large panicles of 
yellow flowers, which turn into 
bronze, lantern-like fruits, can 
be shown off. Height and 
spread: 18m x 8m. 

RHS H5, USDA 5a-9bi. 
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gin pec TS “A tree is a wonderful addition to any size or style of garden, 

2 "5 but as our climate changes, we may need to think more 
“ cay carefully about which types we choose- 
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What Deciduous and 
evergreen, hardy, small 

and medium to large-sized 
trees, with some tolerance 

to summer drought and/or 
winter flooding. 

Origins Temperate northern 
hemisphere, including 
Europe, Caucasus, North 
America and Asia. 

Season Different seasonal 
attributes such as flower, fruit, 
bark and leaves across all four 
seasons throughout the year. 
Size Depending on species, 
from 6m to 30m high. 
Conditions Most of these 
trees will require a fertile, 
free-draining acid or alkaline 
soil with full sun or partial, 
dappled shade. 

Hardiness Depending on 
species, the trees featured 
here are generally hardy to 
temperatures from -15°C to 
-20°C, with an RHS hardiness 
rating of RHS H5-H7 and 
suitable for gardens in 

USDA zones 3a to 9b. 


*Holds an Award of Garden 
Merit from the Royal 
Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings given 
where available. 
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Heptacodium miconioides 
This small, bushy, upright 

tree is native to China and 
moderately tolerant to 
drought and dry soils. It is very 
ornamental with white fragrant 
flowers from late summer into 
autumn and buff-coloured 
exfoliating bark. 8m x 4m. 
AGM*. RHS H7, USDA 5a-9b. 
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Sorbus aria Pyrus calleryana 


Silvery-grey leaves Native to China and Japan, 
are typical of a drought- this highly ornamental pear 
tolerant species and as this has a narrow, conical habit 
medium-sized, compact with sprays of white flowers 
tree is often found growing in spring and vivid autumn 
naturally on free-draining, colour. Tolerant of urban air 
dry chalky soils, it makes a pollution, and dry alkaline 
good contender for a soils, but does not like 
drought-tolerant tree. waterlogging. 12m x 8m. 
10m x 8m. RHS H6. RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b. 
he UK may have escaped the worst of Europe's will cope with all the issues associated with climate change into 
extreme heat this summer, but September's the future, and be less reliant on irrigation. 
heatwave, which saw a record-breaking five We've seen an increase in pathogens affecting our native trees, 
consecutive days of temperatures reaching 30°C, meaning there are only around 35 to 40 true British natives to 
was a reminder that our climate is changing. By choose from. We also seem to be set on planting the smaller, 
2080, it’s predicted summer mean temperatures short-lived pioneer species, such as birches (Betula pendula), alder 
will rise by 2.5-4.2°C, rainfall will fall by up to (Alnus glutinosa), cherries (Prunus avium and P. padus), rowan 
40 per cent in southern England, and winters will get warmer and (Sorbus aucuparia) and crab apples (Malus sylvestris). Possibly this 
wetter, leaving us with drought-stressed trees, and more pests and is because they are cheaper, easier to grow, and quicker to establish 
diseases to place additional pressures on our established treescape. than the larger trees, but many of these will struggle in the drier 
Where once we might have focused primarily on a tree’s conditions now common in the south and east of England. 
seasonal ornamental attributes when selecting a species for our One thing is certain: if summer temperatures continue to soar, 
gardens, now a tree’s drought tolerance or its tolerance to short- we are going to want more shade, so we may need to look instead to 
term waterlogging will be key. Luckily, the ever-increasing research _ longer-lived, larger trees that offer broad canopies at maturity. The 
and information available to us will make it easier for us to select shade provided by species of Tilia (limes), Carya (hickories) and 
and plant the right tree in the right place. Quercus (oaks), trees that can reach over 20m tall, is capable of 
It’s clear that we need to think outside the box, planting a more lowering peak summer temperatures by up to 7°C, and so could 
varied range of trees, including more reduce the demand for air conditioning in 
non-native species, and integrating these : our homes, while also providing direct 
with natives in the landscape. With more We need to think and dappled shade in our gardens, which 


than 3,000 different temperate tree species : will offer us a degree of protection from 
from around the world that will grow outside the box, the harsh ultraviolet rays of the sun. 
successfully in our climate, the choice is : : We should also start to look to species 
endless, but we must get the selection planting a varied range native to those areas — the eastern seaboard 
process for the soil types and climate ° : of North America, the Caucasus, southern 
correct if we are to be successful. This of trees, including more Europe and the Mediterranean, and 


criterion or ‘tree ecophysiology’ will help the drier parts of Asia - where current [> 


us to build a more resilient treescape that non-native Specles To continue turn tofpage 73] 
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Parrotia persica 

Originating from Iran's 
Caspian region, this tree has 
a densely congested crown, 
and is moderately tolerant 
of heat and dry soils. Its 
fabulous autumn colour and 
bright-red flowers in winter 
make it highly desirable for 
any sized garden. 8m x 10m. 
RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 
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How to choose the 


* Always buy your tree from a reputable 
nursery or garden centre, where staff will 
be on hand to advise on the size of tree and 
type of root system. When deciding on 
which tree is best for your garden, keep 

in mind the phrase ‘right tree, right place’ 
to which | would add a third R: ‘for the 

right reason’. 


« Plant small to allow the tree to get 
acclimatised to local growing conditions 
as it begins to grow. A larger, more mature 
specimen will need more time to adapt. 


¢ Plant trees from early autumn 
(October) through to late spring (April). 
lam a great fan of autumn planting, while 
there is still some warmth in the soil that 
will help to establish a root system before 
the winter sets in. This allows the new 
roots to be ahead of the game during the 
dry springs we've experienced in the past 
decade, with less need for irrigation. 


Crataegus persimilis 
With shiny green leaves 
that turn a fiery red in 
autumn, as well as a high 
tolerance of dry or wet soil 
types, urban pollution, 
heat and wind, this is a 
good choice for droughty 
conditions. White flowers in 
late spring mature into red 
berries. 8m x 8m. RHS H7. 


right tree 


Arbutus unedo 
This small, shrubby, 
evergreen Mediterranean 
native is very tolerant of 
drought and likes to be 

in full sun. Its rough, 
shedding, red-brown bark, 
white bell-shaped flowers 
and strawberry-like fruits 
add to its desirability. 8m x 


8m. RHS H5, USDA 7a-10b. 


« Dig a square — yes, a square — hole, 
approximately twice the width and only 
the depth of the rootball, no deeper. 
This allows the roots to break out of 

the hole quickly and easily, preventing 
restricted, spiralling roots experienced in 
around hole. Don't be tempted to add 
compost or fertiliser to the backfill. 


* The key to tree planting is getting 
the right depth. This is the nursery 
mark, the area where the roots join 
the trunk; any deeper and the tree 
will never establish. Once planted, 
the top of the rootball should be 


visible with no soi 


covering it. 


* Only use a tree stake if it’s needed; 
not every newly planted tree needs 
support, and often a bamboo cane on 

a small tree will suffice for a few months 
in a sheltered position in the garden until 
the tree settles down. 


PLANT PROFILE TREES 


* Give an organic mulch around the base 
of the tree — avoiding building mulch up 
against the trunk — to help retain moisture, 
maintain an ambient temperature around 
the roots and restrict any competition 
from weeds. 


¢ Trees will still need a helping hand with 
watering in the first few years until firmly 
established. This is true of even drought- 
tolerant species, especially if we are 
experiencing drought-like conditions. 


+ Early formative pruning — that is, 
removing twin leaders and dead, dying, 
diseased and crossing branches with a 
sharp pair of secateurs — will help to make 
the perfect garden specimen. Encouraging 
and maintaining a low canopy (rather than 
crown lifting it to a standard form), or 
planting a multi-stemmed tree will also 
help by providing shade and cooling to 

the root system on hot, sunny days. 
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Liquidambar styraciflua 
Delivering the best red, 
orange and purple shades 
of autumn colour, this long- 
lived tree with maple-like 
leaves enjoys full sun and 
doesn't mind occasional 
summer drought or 
waterlogging. 25m x 12m. 
RHS H6, USDA 5a-9b. 


Ginkgo biloba 

This deciduous tree from 
China is tolerant of urban 
pollution, disease and 
drought. Its bilobed leaves 
turn a butter yellow in 
autumn. Avoid a female tree 
as the fruits are highly 
pungent. 30m x 15m. 

RHS H6, USDA 3a-8b. 


Gleditsia triacanthos 
Drought-tolerant with an 
open crown, pinnate leaves 
and long thorns along the 
branches and trunk. 
Pea-shaped flowers and 
twisted seedpods follow 
ahot summer. Needs full 
sun. 30m x 15m. RHS H6, 
USDA 3a-8b. 


Acer rubrum 

Originating from North 
America, this medium- 
sized deciduous tree has 

a fibrous root system. All 
cultivars are renowned for 
their spectacular autumn 
colour, especially when 
grown in moist soils. 25m x 
12m. RHS H6, USDA 4a-9b. 


Eriolobus trilobatus 
This crab apple has a very 
upright conical habit with 
maple-like leaves that turn 
bright red in autumn. Its 
home is the eastern 
Mediterranean and 
northeast Greece, 
preferring full sun and 

any free-draining soil. 

15m x 4m. RHS H6. 


> conditions match what we expect our 
climate to be in 50 years’ time. Acer 
cappadocicum (the Cappadocicum maple) 
and its golden-leaved cultivar ‘Aureum’, 
Quercus palustris (pin oak) and Corylus 
colurna (Turkish hazel), are all examples 
of larger shade trees that are tolerant or 
moderately tolerant of drought. 

Trees such as Tilia tomentosa 
(silver lime), Hippophae rhamnoides 
(sea buckthorn) and Sorbus aria 
(whitebeam), which have silvery 
undersides to their foliage, are not just attractive in 
a breeze, but are more tolerant of drought. The large number of 
downy hairs on their leaves, which create the silvery appearance, 
help to reduce transpiration and water loss, allowing trees to 
conserve moisture and reduce the uptake of water. 

Trees with a large framework of branches, such as Pterocarya 
fraxinifolia (Caucasian wingnut), will redirect rainfall down the 
trunk to the base of the tree where it can be reabsorbed by the tree’s 
roots, capturing rainwater and at the same time reducing the 
possibility of flooding. In their natural habitats, most temperate 
trees rely on open, aerated, free-draining soils and few can cope 
with compacted soils with anaerobic conditions and constant 
waterlogging. But there are some species, such as Taxodium 
distichum (swamp cypress), Betula nigra (river birch), Acer rubrum 
(red maple) and Liquidambar styraciflua (sweetgum), that grow 


Where once we might 
have focused on a tree's 
ornamental attributes, 
now drought tolerance 


will be key 


PLANT PROFILE TREES 


Cornus mas 
Native to the dry forests of 
Asia and Europe, this fast- 
growing tree revels in hot 
weather, with highly 
ornamental yellow flowers 
in late winter followed by 
bright-red, cherry-like 
fruits. Vivid red-purple 
autumn colour. 4m x 4m. 
RHS H6, USDA 4a-8b. 


naturally near watercourses and can 
tolerate waterlogging or anaerobic soils, 
and these will become important for sites 
where soil drainage can’t be improved. 
Planting trees able to cope with 
droughty conditions and occasional 
winter flooding has never been more 
important, but equally important is 
including a diversity of species, and 
avoiding monotypic plantings and 
species sensitive to drought and 
waterlogging at all costs. 0 


Tony Kirkham is the former head of Arboretum at the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew, and the author of several books on trees. 


Where to see and buy 

* Barcham Trees Eye Hill Drove, Soham, Ely, Cambridgeshire CB7 5XF. 
Tel 01353 720748, |barcham.co.uk 

* Bluebell Arboretum and Nursery Annwell Lane, Smisby, Ashby de la 
Zouch, Derbyshire LE65 2TA. Tel 01530 413700,|bluebellnursery.com 

* Burncoose Nurseries Gwennap, Redruth, Cornwall TR16 6BJ. 

Tel 01209 860316,|burncoose.co.uk 

¢ Frank P Matthews — Trees for Life Berrington Court, Tenbury Wells, 
Worcestershire WR15 8TH. Tel 01584 812800, |frankpmatthews.com 

* Majestic Trees Chequers Meadow, Chequers Hill, Flamstead, St 
Albans, Hertfordshire AL3 8ET. Tel 01582 843881,|majestictrees.co.uk 
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PILGRIM’S PROCESS © 


For this garden, created during lockdown, designer Tim Pilgrim 
was able to play to his strengths and focus primarily on plants 


/ 
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“IN BRIEF 

Vhat Naturalistic-style 

> perennial garden. 

here Victoria, Australia. 

fe Size 500'square-metre garden 
4 &(on property of approximately 
. %_@ y1,000'square metres). 
pit ‘Soil Clay loam. 
©. Climate Cool temperate. 
Hardiness.zone USDA 9a. 


Voluminous layers of herbaceous perennials pack 
a punch in this suburban garden in southern 
Australia. Tall Miscanthus sinensis ‘Sarabande’ 
stands alongside Cotinus coggygria ‘Royal Purple’ 
the smoky flowers of which Tim forgoes in favour 
of the long vertical branches it produces after a 
winter coppice. They add height to the mounded 
flower beds that run the length of the property. 


begged, borrowed and stole 
many of the plants for this 
garden,’ says Tim Pilgrim of the 
striking perennial wonderland 
he designed in the small town 
of Trentham, in the southern 
Australian state of Victoria. 
“Tm always moving plants 
around, trying different things out.” It 

is this commitment to experimentation, 
and to fostering good relationships 

with clients (who fully endorse his 

plant thievery from their gardens), that 
underpins the success of this project. 

Located on the outskirts of Trentham - 

a town 750 metres above sea level with rich 
volcanic soil and high rainfall - the garden 
was designed in 2019 and built in 2020. It 
was, says Tim, his Covid-19 garden. “All of a 
sudden, all my work stopped. I was lucky to 
have Rhonda [the garden owner] who was 
happy for me to chip away at the project” 

The client’s brief was relatively open. 
“Rhonda wanted a vegetable garden and an 
outdoor bath,” Tim says. “She also wanted 
to soften the building, give it scale. [hada 
free rein, really.’ In addition to the client's 
needs, Tim had his own set of parameters: 
no irrigation, and using reclaimed and 
local materials where possible. 

The client likes cottage-style gardens, 
and at the time was obsessed with the 
work of Dutch designer Piet Oudolf. 

This worked well for Tim, because he 

was as well. “T still am,” he says. He cites 
Dan Pearson as another influence on this 
garden and his work more generally. “I 
love his philosophy. His work is so well 
considered... the ways he evokes the sense 
of place is an inspiration” 

The block is narrow, only 20 metres wide, 
with the house pushed close to the southern 
boundary, and the garden runs the length of 
the building. Rather than emulating the [> 
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Right The corrugated iron fence was made by Tim 
and the client's son from materials sourced from 
the local rubbish tip. The rusty tones of the iron 
heighten the autumnal colours of many of the plants 
in the garden. Echoing this is the rusted arbour over 
the outdoor bath, made by a local metalworker and 
covered with Clematis armandi. 

Below right Flanking a sinuous path, surfaced with 
locally sourced crushed rock, is a mix of a herbaceous 
perennials including Oenothera lindheimeri and 
Verbena bonariensis. Pyrus salicifolia standards are 
planted against the house and echo the spherical 
forms of clipped Teucrium fruticans, used to create 
structure in the garden throughout winter. 


> geometry of the house’s architecture, 
Tim created a simple curvilinear gravel 
path with mounded garden beds on either 
side, engulfing the structure with soft, 
blowsy planting. The colours of the 

plants — particularly rusty, golden autumnal 
tones — complement the soft charcoal- 
coloured cladding of the house. 

The main constraint when considering 
the flow of the garden was, according to 
Tim, the narrowness of the space. “Trying 
to get depth to the garden was crucial. 
The winding path creates deep pockets of 
planting - sometimes four layers deep.” 
The mounds also help combat the linearity 
by creating instant height and scale. 

Nestled at the mid-point of the path, 
and accessed from the kitchen and living 
room, is a circular gravel courtyard 
allowing direct connection between the 
indoor and outdoor spaces. At the rear 
of the garden, there's a timber screen 
concealing compost bays, with two raised 
vegetable beds adjacent. The gravel path 
passes through the veggies and leads to 
an old claw-foot bath, framed by a metal 
arbour made by local steel worker. Overall, 
the garden’s layout is simple, flowing 
and soft. The emphasis, as in all of Tim’s 
designs, is on the plants. 

Tim is a highly experienced plantsman, 
who has been designing and maintaining 
gardens for around 15 years, starting out at 
Heronswood and the Garden of St Erth, the 
historic properties owned by the Diggers 
Club (an Australian organisation similar 
to the RHS). In this garden, thanks to the 
excellent soil - “There's about a metre of 
rich chocolatey topsoil?’ says Tim - and 
high rainfall, he was able to experiment 
and test a wide range of North American 
and European plants that wouldn't grow in 
other locations. “The soil is incredibly good 
to work with and the plant growthis > 
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Tim’s top autumn plants 


1 Cotinus coggygria ‘Royal Purple’ In autumn, the burgundy 
foliage transforms with splashes of yellow, pink and orange. 
Height and spread: 5m x 5m. AGM*. RHS H5, USDA 4a-8bi. 

2 Panicum virgatum ‘Autumn Glory’ A subtle grass in spring, 
this steals the show in autumn, when its foliage turns 
a spectacular fiery red. 60cm x 30cm. USDA 5a-9b. 

3 Hylotelephium x mottramianum ‘Herbstfreude’ A hardy and 
vigorous plant Tim uses a lot. In autumn, its large flowerheads 
turn magenta red. 60cm x 60cm. RHS H7, USDA 3a-9b. 

4 Achillea ‘Walther Funcke’ A sturdy plant that thrives in the 
harsh Australian climate, with rusty red to buttery yellow flowers 
and soft fern-like foliage. 60cm x 60cm. USDA 3a-8b. 

5 Aster x frikartii ‘Ménch’ Flowers from midsummer well into 
autumn with large mauve flowers that contrast beautifully with 
autumn foliage. 70cm x 40cm. AGM. RHS H7, USDA 5a-10b. 
6 Miscanthus sinensis ‘Sarabande’ This grass takes centre 
stage in autumn, when its tall straw-coloured seedheads add 
movement. 2.1m x 90cm. AGM. RHS H6, USDA 4a-9b. 

7 Eutrochium maculatum ‘Gateway’ Clusters of deep-pink 
blooms from midsummer to autumn. Flower skeletons remain 
attractive into winter. 1.8m x 90cm. RHS H7, USDA 4a-8b. 

8 Salvia uliginosa A long-flowering salvia with sky-blue flowers 
floating on tall wiry stems. 1m x Im. AGM. RHS H4, USDA 8a-11. 


*Holds an Award of Garden Merit from the 
Royal Horticultural Society. 
tHardiness ratings given where available. 
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D> incredible — as soon as a branch hits 
the ground it takes root; he says. 

Of course, experimentation relies 
not only on site conditions but on the 
relationship between client and designer. 
“You get the best results when clients 
trust you,’ says Tim. “When they have 
faith in your ability, they're willing to 
take extra risks, rather than playing it 
safe.” This was the case in this project, 
which allowed Tim to test new planting 
combinations and species, in addition 
to the tried-and-true plants propagated 
from his and his clients’ gardens nearby. 
Many of these plants have a meaningful 
backstory. “I've been hanging on to 
some of these original cuttings, and 
propagating off them for 15 years,” 


In the front garden, a red oak (Quercus 
rubra) provides a strong focal point, 
supported by rich autumnal planting: 
Spent seedheads of Nepeta racemosa ~ 
‘Walker’s Low’ and Pennisetum 
thunbergii ‘Red Buttons’ contrast with 
the fresh blooms of Scabiosa ‘Pink Mist: 
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he says. “I know the nurseryman or 
gardener who gave them to me. It’s 
a really special relationship” 

Despite its voluptuous aesthetic, the 
garden is low maintenance, according to 
Tim. He returns to the garden twice a year. 
“In August, everything is cut back. That's 
when a lot of the framework is tweaked, 
pruning adjusted. In December I return for 
a tidy up. In between, it’s just let go” The 
client is a keen gardener and works closely 
with him regarding the garden’s ongoing 
care. “It's fantastic when you have a client 
who is also a keen gardener. It’s not a high- 
maintenance garden at all, but I know it’s 
going to be well looked after? 

You could argue that it is a designer’s 
job not just to lay out the space and 


select plants and materials, but to 

bring the client along throughout the 
design process, encouraging them to 

fall in love with their garden in order to 
ensure its longevity and integrity. For 
Tim, maintaining relationships with his 
clients is essential. He arms clients with 
care and maintenance plans, and returns 
to each newly planted garden seasonally 
for the first few years to tweak and refine 
the planting. “I want to see these gardens 
flourish,” he says, “so I build strong 
relationships. I think that’s when you 

get these little bits of magic.” Oo 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Find out more about Tim's work at 
tpgardens.com.au 
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Its not a high-maintenance 
garden, but I know it's going 
to be wellooked after 


CLAVERTON GLOGHES 


4A CHRISTMAS GIFT TO 


LAST A LIFETIME 


Est. 1980 


PLANT SUPPORTS 
&F Garden Artefacts 


Made in England 
Beautiful designs for perennials, roses, shrubs & climbers 


SHOP OUR VICTORIAN GARDEN €LOCHES www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk 
CLAVERTONCLOCHES.COM) 07521 467371 Tel. 01773 550495 
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English Garden Supplies 
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STRONG. DURABLE. LONG LASTING. 
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Desig 


News, garden design insight and sourcebook 


Planning sustainable change 


A star-studded design team has been appointed by 

the National Trust to help reimagine the parterre garden 

at Wimpole Estate in Cambridgeshire. Arit Anderson, 
Marian Boswall, Nigel Dunnett and Davies White Landscape 
Architects, who have worked together collaboratively as 
part of the Sustainable Landscape Foundation since 2019, 
will advise on the redesign of the scheme that was planted 


in the 1990s. Originally created to replicate what had 
been there in the 19th century, the parterre is currently 
planted with annual bedding plants and bulbs but will be 
reimagined to make it more resilient to climate change, 
more biodiverse and to give it a longer season of interest. 
Work is set to take place over the next two years. 

For more information visit nationaltrust.org.uk 
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DESIGN INSIGHT 


CITY CALM 


Designer Harry Holding has created 

a tranquil garden off a busy road 

in southwest London, drawing inspiration 
from the surrounding cemetery 


WORDS MOLLY BLAIR 
PHOTOGRAPHS CLIVE NICHOLS 


The brief 


The owner of this unconventional site in Fulham Cemetery in 
southwest London, which featured on Grand Designs in 2021, 
had a loose brief when he approached designer Harry Holding 
for a garden to match his unusual home. A lover of the outdoors, 
he wanted a space that felt natural and had a close relationship 
with the cemetery next door. 

Extensive work to the Gothic-style keeper's lodge, and the 
construction of an extension to create a sizable home, had left the 
site “at its absolute worst”, according to Harry. Some areas had been 
stripped of topsoil and the whole space was devoid of vegetation. 
The site was effectively a blank canvas, and aside from a few ‘must 
haves’ — a lawn, space to manoeuvre a motorbike through the front, 
wildlife-friendly planting and a quiet space to take work calls — the 
client just wanted a space that felt tranquil and nourishing. 


The design 


There are four distinct areas to the garden: the front garden, the 
roof garden, the courtyard and a mini woodland copse, each with 
a different aspect. The first place Harry looked for inspiration 
was the cemetery itself; the client used to live opposite and loved 
walking through it with his dog. 

“It's quite a melting pot for biodiversity,” says Harry. “Some areas 
are quite wild and there are overgrown avenues of lime trees and 
lots of self-seeded exotics.” Distilling the essence of this wildness 
informed the design, and Harry chose garden plants with similar 
forms to those wild ones found over the wall in the cemetery. 

An important element of the design was the flow from one 
area to the next. “I love that in this garden you move through really 
colourful scenes into much more calm, serene spaces,’ says Harry. 
“That journey is something that, particularly in an urban garden, 
you don't really get to play with that much.” 

The front garden can be seen from the house and the street, 
so needed to look good from all angles. “There is lots of repetition 
and rhythm to make it a fun, joyful view when you enter and exit 
the house,” says Harry. “We get emails from random people saying 
they walked past and loved it, which is always nice to hear.” 

When it came to the rooftop planting, the aim was to draw 
parallels with the wilder areas of the cemetery — the pockets of > 


Left The front garden features layers of planting to screen the 
house from the noise and pollution of the busy road, including 
existing lime trees, yew hedging and pleached Ligustrum 
japonicum, underplanted with beds of colourful perennials, and 
grasses including Calamagrostis x acutiflora ‘Karl Foerster’. 
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Essential elem 


1 Front garden f 
2 Broken-edge path 


3 House 

4 Roof gardens 

5 Moat 

6 Woodland garden 
7 Dining terrace 

8 Courtyard garden 
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PATHWAY INSPIRATION 

The staggered quoins on the corners 
of the Gothic lodge influenced the 
layout of the pathways, with long, thin 
stepping stones of limestone laid in an 
alternating pattern with an irregular 
edge, set into an expanse of Purbeck 
limestone gravel. 


exits. 


THE MOAT 

Harry and his team advised on the 
finish of the water feature, which was 
designed by the architect. They chose 
basalt pebbles to give it a darker interior 
and amore reflective surface, and 
incorporated an air-dried oak bridge 

to tie in with the garden benches. 


BORROWED VIEWS 

Over the garden wall, Fulham Cemetery 
provides an unusual view from the upper 
storeys of the house. The biodiversity 

of the cemetery was a big influence on 
the design of the garden, and many of 
the plants mirror the forms of the wild 
plants found there. 


> meadow plants and the biodiversity these encourage 
— as well as to provide a seamless view from the first 
floor of the lodge. 

The more private and shadier areas of the garden, at the 
back of the house, had more functional requirements, as they 
are connected to the client's office and the kitchen-dining room, 
as well as spaces that would be used for entertaining, so a large 
terrace and seating areas were incorporated. 

To tie the garden to the Bath stone house, the pathways were 
created using limestone (Bath stone is too soft for paths), which 
was also used inside. “The architecture is so prominent on that 
building that it needed to really speak to the garden and have a 
relationship,” says Harry. Air-dried oak was used for the benches 
and the bridge in the woodland garden, and Bath stone walls 
were built in the courtyard to connect the boundary back to the 
house extension." There is cohesion with the hard materials, 
which creates a sense of unity as you move around the garden, 
but each of the different spaces is unique.” 


The front garden 


The largest space is the front garden, explains Harry, which 
“opens up on to an incredibly busy road that is heavily polluted”. 
He kept some existing lime trees and planted pleached 
Ligustrum japonica at the boundary to offer privacy, while 
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The front garden planting includes 

) Achillea ‘Terracotta, Rudbeckia fulgida 
pes War. sullivantii ‘Goldsturm; Helenium 
3 ‘Moerheim Beauty’ Echinacea’purpurea 
alongside the blues of the delicate 

aster Eurybia x herveyi'and Salvia 
nemorosa*Caradonna: 


. 


mirroring the cemetery’s privet hedges. Harry also used yew 
hedging here to mitigate pollution from the road. It will grow 
over time to form the lower boundary and reduce traffic noise. 

n front of this, metres of bountiful planting build up the layers 
of screening between the house and the street. 

The front garden “is a bit of a suntrap,” says Harry, making 

it the perfect space to plant a colourful prairie-meadow- inspired 
display. Intended to be an explosion of colour in summer, the 
planting includes Achillea ‘Terracotta’, Euphorbia characias 
subsp. wulfenii, Rudbeckia fulgida var. sullivantii ‘Goldsturm’ 
and Verbena bonariensis, woven through with grasses such 

as Pennisetum alopecuroides ‘Hameln’ and Stipa tenuissima. 
Low growers, including Erigeron karvinskianus and Nepeta 
racemosa ‘Walker’s Low’ soften the edges around the limestone 
stepping stones and run into the gravel in between. 


The roof garden 


Harry and his team designed a multi-layered green-roof 
scheme, but then the substrate depth available was adjusted by 
a structural engineer. After learning there would only be 7Omm 
of substrate, they had to reconsider and go back to the drawing 
board. “Seventy millimetres is not enough depth to achieve 
what we had designed,” explains Harry. “Amazingly, after a lot 
of research and speaking with some knowledgeable people, [> 
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flouse allowed Harry to create a rooftop &-@ 
~ wildflower meadow, which growsiin 4 
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-lamarckii creates a focal point behind oF 
he curved bench in the courtyard “S 
- garden, surrounded by shade planting. 
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The woodland has leafy textures f= 
; with seasonal colour from Euphorbia 
rs amygdaloides var. robbiae, Geranium 
Rozanne (='Gerwat’), acanthus and 
, Japanese anemones. 


> we managed to do a build-up that allowed enough depth for 

a wildflower meadow. Normally with the weight allowances we 

were given, people just do sedum, and it’s great and it’s green, 

but it’s got a lot less biodiversity value.” After collaborating with 
Pictorial Meadows, Harry settled on using its Botanical Skyline 
wildflower turf to create a species-rich rooftop. 


The courtyard garden 


In the east corner of the property, the kitchen-dining 

room opens out on to a courtyard with a dining terrace for 
entertaining, and a lawn — which wouldn't have been Harry's 
first choice, but was something the client really wanted. 

“That space is a bit more manicured, with more of a traditional 
border,” says Harry. “It’s where the client sits and has dinner, 
so it’s amore functional space.” 

On the original plan, there was a multi-stemmed Amelanchier x 
lamarckii tree placed in the centre of the lawn, but this was 
moved to behind a bench in the corner of the space. Now the 
tree and the bench act as a focal point and a destination. 

The aspect makes this space the shadiest of the different 
garden rooms, so abundant green planting was the focus. 
Trachelospermum jasminoides is trained up the Bath stone 
walls to form the backdrop, while perennials such as 
Veronicastrum virginicum ‘Fascination’, Diphylleia cvymosa, 
Helleborus foetidus and Chaerophyllum hirsutum ‘Roseum’ 
are interspersed with ferns and grasses and planted ina 
randomised pattern. “This is a tranquil space to look out 
on, to enjoy outdoor dining and celebrate the shadier 
environment,” says Harry. 
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The woodland garden 


A key part of the client’s brief was to have a space to sit outside 
and take work calls. In the woodland garden, an oak bridge 
leads directly from the client’s home office, over the moat and 
into the planting. “It didn't need to do much more than be 


a space to take a call and sit inn 


simplified it and stripped it back.” 


He planted four multi-stemm 


ature,” says Harry, “so we really 


ed birch trees in the fairly 


compact space to draw parallels with the treeline beyond the 


curving wooden fence, which wa 


Knowing the challenges of creati 


plants without the benefit of ma 


s also designed by the team. 
ng a garden using woodland 
ure trees and years’ worth of 


leaf litter, they focused on plants that would give a forest feel 
while also being “fairly bombproof” and able to withstand the 
extremes of London's dry summers and wet winters. 

“This space was all about texture,’ explains Harry, “with some 
highlights and colour coming through.” In winter, the woodland 
garden is very calm and green, but a few pops of colour come 
out from spring through to early autumn. It starts with daffodils 
and Tulipa sylvestris, followed by Euphorbia amygdaloides var. 
robbiae and Geranium Rozanne (=‘Gerwat’), which provide a long 
season of interest before giving way to Japanese anemones and 
wood asters. Dryopteris atrata, Hakonechloa macra and Luzula 
nivea provide rich leafy textures while mind-your-own-business 
(Soleirolia soleirolii) creeps between the limestone slabs, blurring 
the lines between the planting and the pathway. O 


USEFUL INFORMATION 
Discover more of Harry's work at|harryholding.co.uk 
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This was 
Sylvia's 
promise 


to you... 


A generation ago, a woman named Sylvia made 

a promise. As a doctor's secretary, she’d watched 
stroke destroy the lives of so many people. She was 
determined to make sure we could all live in a world 
where we're far less likely to lose our lives to stroke. 


She kept her promise, and a gift to the Stroke 
Association was included in her WiLL. Sylvia's gift 
helped fund the work that made sure many more of 
Us survive stroke now than did in her lifetime. 


Sylvia changed the story for us all. Now it's our turn 
to change the story for those who'll come after us. 


Stroke still shatters lives and tears families apart. 
And for so many survivors the road to recovery is 
still Long and desperately lonely. If you or someone 
you love has been affected by stroke — you'll know 
just what that means. 


Rebuilding lives after stroke 


The Stroke Association is registered as a charity in England and Wales (No 211015) and in Scotland (SC037789). 
Also registered in the Isle of Man (No. 945) and Jersey (NPO 369), and operating as a charity in Northern Ireland. 
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But it doesn't have to be like this. You can change the 
story, just like Sylvia did, with a gift in your WiLL All it 
takes is a promise. 


You can promise future generations a world where 
researchers discover new treatments and surgeries 
and every single stroke survivor has the best care, 
rehabilitation and support network possible, to help 
them rebuild their lives. 


Will you make that promise to generations to 
come? Please, leave a gift in your Will to the 
Stroke Association. 


Find out how by calling 020 7566 1505 


or email legacy@stroke.org.uk 
or visit stroke.org.uk/Legacy 


Stroke 


Association 


DESIGN SOURCEBOOK 


Railings and balustrades 


Smarten up your garden's boundaries with the perfect railings and balustrades 


COMPILED BY MOLLY BLAIR 


MINIMALIST DECORATIVE STURDY 
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Post System Glass Balustrades, Habitat Decorative Fence, Burghley Estate Fencing, 
£292 per metre, The Outdoor Look, £130 per panel, Charles & Ivy, From £28.50, The Traditional Company, 
01282 526428 |theoutdoorlook.co.uk 01618 434950|charlesandivy.co.uk 01664 431759] thetraditionalco.co.uk 
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MADE TO MEASURE GRAND ENTRANCE DIY DELIGHT 


Bespoke Garden Railings, Classic Cast Stone Balustrade, Wire Balustrade Kits, 
POE, Verdigris, POE, Haddonstone, From £37.80, S3i Group, 


01258 858605) verdigrismetals.co.uk 01604 770711 haddonstone.com 
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URBAN OPTION EARTHY TONES CLASSIC BLACK 


Traditional Steel Railings, Teak Composite Balustrades, Circles and Finals, 
POE, Steel Landscaping Co, From £110, Neo Timber, From £170, The Great Gate Company, 


07947 611157|steellandscapingco.co.uk 01509 369234, 01225 811367|thegreatgatecompany.co.uk 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Education 
guide 


Are you looking to change career, gain accreditation or simply 
learn more about your passion? Choose the best option for you 
from this selection of full-time, part-time and short courses. 


She 
ENGLISH GARDENING SCHOOL 


ESTABLISHED 1983 
- CHELSEA - 


sexe 
ONE YEAR GOOD GARDENING DIPLOMA 
‘September 2024 - beginning July 2025 
Covers the best in planting design while training in the more serious aspects of horticultural 
» techniques. Practical sessions held at Arundel Castle under the guidance of head gardener Martin 
Duncan and at Sandhill Farm House, Rogate. Lectures by many leading gardening personalities and 
egular visits to outstanding private gardens. Students also learn to draw up planting plans. 
(I day a week (Tues), 1 0.30am—3.1 5pm, over three terms) 


GARDENING FOR BEGINNERS 

4 days Wednesday & Thursday 17/18 April & 24/25 April 2024 

One of our most popular courses, led by master horticulturist Ben Pope, which aims to take each 

student through all the practical elements of caring for a garden from soil, tools, maintenance, seed 

sowing and propagating, weed control and pests and diseases. The first 3 days will be spent with 

lectures at the Chelsea Physic Garden and the final day will be spent gaining practical experience in 7 : 
Rosemary Alexander’s much praised garden near Petersfield and another private garden nearby, where 6 ie " 1 
Ben is in charge. Participants will be given a chance to prune, plant, sow seeds and regular maintenance Garden of Medicinal Plants - Chelsea Physic Garden Photo: RAlexander ) 
tasks will be discussed. A light lunch and refreshments will be provided daily. . iy 


hts SoS 


Not sure which Diploma course is for you? 
We prefer potential students to attend an 


Based at the Chelsea Physic Garden and led by Rosemary Alexander and architect Catriona Information Session when Rosemary explains 
Rowbotham, the course is an overview of Garden Design, covering all the elements needed to rethink the course and you can see our work space. 


THE ESSENTIAL GARDEN DESIGN DIPLOMA 
January - March 2025 


an average garden. Taking students step by step through site surveying, using the grid, horizontal and 
vertical features, garden layouts and planting plans, costing and specification, plus drawing tuition and JUST CONTACT US TO SET UPA DATE & TIME 


homework on design and plant portfolios. Tutors are well respected in the industry and will guide www.englishgardeningschool.co.uk 


students on how to succeed in this diverse profession. Email: info@englishgardeningschool.co.uk 
(2 days a week (Wed & Thu), 10.30am—3.1 5pm, plus 2 days homework) @eiginie Tel: — 730 818373 


GARDEN DESIGN & CARING FOR YOUR GARDEN 

Distance Learning Courses study anytime, anywhere in the world Long established as the leader in gardening tuition 
A stepping stone to a new career. These two correspondence courses are a step by step guide to either 
designing your own garden or learning how to plant and maintain an existing garden: drawing up plans, 
hard landscaping, site analysis, planting, month by month tasks etc. Taught through a comprehensive course 
book, with projects submitted to us. (/-3 years to complete and individual assessment) follow us on Instagram (6) 


Based at the unique and historic Chelsea Physic Garden 


EDUCATION GUIDE 


West Dean 
A year of growth 


Welcome to the only garden design 

course in the UK to follow the growing 

year of January to December. By the time 
the four seasons pass, you will have a 

rich grounding in creative, landscaping, 
gardening, design and business skills — and 
an excellent entry point into the industry. 
This one-year course combines practical 
hard landscaping and gardening skills, 


plant science and creative design 
principles in a part-time format. Students 
have the opportunity to join practical 
horticultural work experience at West Dean 
Gardens in West Sussex, one of the most 
historically rich gardens in the country. 
Throughout the course students are 
trained to think like a designer, as well 

as expand their horticultural knowledge, 
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gaining valuable knowledge and insight 
from industry leaders. Students graduate 
with a respected qualification, an 
impressive portfolio of work and the skills 
and confidence to work on professional 
design projects. 

Dig deep at[westdean.ac.uk] 


study@westdean.ac.uk 
01243 818300 


Garden Masterclass 


Garden Masterclass is Annie Guilfoyle and Noel Kingsbury and we 
offer a unique education portal for garden and landscape people. 


* We seek out experts and innovators, 
whether well-known or waiting to be 
discovered. We organise live one-day 
workshops in gardens across the 
British Isles. 

* We have over 50 hours of recorded webinars, 
100 hours of free public viewing along with 70 
hours viewing exclusively for our members. 


* Many of our workshops are recorded, 
allowing others to share in the experience. 
* We produce educational webinars, 
recordings are available from our website. 
* We commission films about exceptional 
gardens and their creators. 
* Our membership scheme gives access 
to exclusive live and web-based events, 


GARDEN 
MASTERCLASS 


discounts on webinars and recordings 
and access to an extensive online library. 
* Some of what we do is free! Thursday 
Garden Chat is our weekly public service 
broadcast at 6pm London time. All are 
recorded for YouTube and website viewing. 


gardenmasterclass@gmail.com 


gardenmasterclass.org 


ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


LC LONDON 

COLLEGE 

G OF GARDEN 
DESIGN 


The London College of Garden Design 


Inspiring courses for the garden professional 


Widely regarded as one of the world’s 
leading garden design colleges, the London 
College of Garden Design has a wide range 
of courses for those aiming to start a career 
in garden design and continuing professional 
development for experienced designers. 


THE LEADING GARDEN DESIGN DIPLOMA 
Our one-year Garden Design Diploma led 
by Andrew Wilson welcomes students both 
in-person at the Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Kew, and in real-time online classrooms. 
We offer an exciting and often demanding 
environment that teaches not just the 
fundamentals of design but also develops 
skills in planting and construction design 
and running your own successful garden 
design studio. 

Every class is taught by expert tutors who 
are all practising professionals and we ensure 
that our students get the opportunity to take 
part in inspirational visits and free graduate 
seminars. And if you are in Australia or New 
Zealand you can join this course with our 
partner college in Melbourne. 


AWARD-WINNING GRADUATES 

Our students have won the majority of 
Society of Garden Designers Student 
Awards since they began and regularly 
graduate to work for some of the world's 
leading designers and win major awards 
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for themselves. Our free graduate 
programme gives you extra training 
opportunities and the chance to design 
gardens in prestigious locations. 


CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT 

There are a wide range of opportunities 
to develop your career through our other 
extended courses. Our six-month intensive 
Planting Design Diploma is led by Nina 
Baxter with the involvement of some of 
the world's leading planting specialists. 
We also offer a certificate programme in 
Construction Design to help you enhance 
your career prospects. These are also 
available online in real-time classrooms 
or in blended learning formats. To find 
out more download a prospectus from 
our website. 


CLASSROOM-BASED COURSES 

We also offer courses in conjunction with 
the Royal Horticultural Society at RHS 
Garden Wisley and at Denmans Garden 

in Sussex. All these courses aim to be 
suitable for both professionals and the 
garden enthusiast. In 2023 they will include 
subjects such as designing for wildlife, for 
well-being and seasonal planting design. 


info@Icgd.org.uk 
01483 762955 ||Icgd.org.uk 
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A GARDEN FRIEND WITH A 
GREEN THUMB AND 
PHOTOGRAPHIC MEMORY 


that helps you overview, understand and develop 
your garden and your plants 


# Gardenize 1345 
Water Rosa Mundi 


Gardenize 


Keep track of your plants with the Gardenize gardening app. 


Beginner, enthusiast or professional — are 
you ready to take your gardening to the next 
level? Garden smarter and let Gardenize 

be your gardening partner. As a plant lover, 
you'll likely want to stay on top of things 
year-round. Discover the simplicity of having 
your garden in your phone and doing work in 


your garden from anywhere. 

On the Gardenize app, you have all your 
plant notes, images, and garden events 
in one place, instantly searchable and 
available, wherever you go and regardless 
of the temperature outside. By keeping 
everything in one place, and creating an 
organised index feed of your plants, areas 


and methods of cultivation, you will have 
all the information you need whenever you 
need it. Check on the seeds you need while 
you're in the garden centre, mark where 
you plant your bulbs while in your garden 
and show photos of your flower beds when 
at social events and someone asks how 
they were planted. 

In order to keep track of everything you 
need to remember in your garden, you can 
set reminders when you need to prune your 


apple tree, repot your tomatoes or plant 
your bulbs, you can read inspiring articles 
about gardening now, and create your own 
garden to-do lists. Free up your mind and 
let Gardenize remember for you. 


“I'm so glad Gardenize exists! Without your 
app, | wouldn't have even remembered the 
names of my plants, let alone where they 
are and how to take care of them.” 

Ann, Sweden 


“I'm loving the app! Fully enthralled now, | 
have my areas and plants linked. It's great 
that | can add multiple photos to each plant 
and event. Using the app and sorting out 
photos is just as fun as being out in the 
garden. Thank you for a fantastic app!” 
Cameron, USA 


Do as over 400,000 other gardeners and 
download the Gardenize gardening app 
to keep track of your garden. Good luck 
in your garden, and getting organised 
with Gardenize! 

gardenize.com 
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Save when you subscribe 
to the digital edition 
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A must-have read for 
passionate gardeners, 
Gardens Illustrated 
magazine provides 
a unique insight 
into the world’s most 
beautiful gardens, 
expert advice and 
planting ideas. 
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GARDENS 


Rewards 


PROGRAMME 


Whether treating yourself or thinking ahead to 
Christmas gifts, check out the Gardens Illustrated _ tofind he fuitrange of discounts, deals 
Reader Rewards programme for great discounts 


THE LAND GARDENERS 
How to Heal Your Soil 


Create \cademv 


NEW COURSES TO INSPIRE YOU THIS AUTUMN 


Unlock your creative potential and 

build new skills with Create Academy's 
immersive online video courses from 
world-leading experts. Learn how to heal 
your soil and grow stronger, healthier 
plants on anew course from The Land 


Gardeners, or discover how to take 
professional quality photographs with 
acclaimed garden photographer Jason 
Ingram. So, whether you're considering 
retraining or just seeking inspiration, 
Create Academy has a course for you. 


HOW IT WORKS 


Browse 

Take a look at some of our latest 
fantastic offers, covering gardening, 
lifestyle, travel, food and drink, and more. 


Redeem 

Follow the link provided in each 
offer and apply the offer code when 
placing your order. 


Find even more 
Go tojgardensillustrated.com/offers 


and competitions available to you. 


JASON INGRAM 
Plant & Landscape Photography Masterclass 


You can enjoy 20% off any 
Create Academy course. Just visit 
createacademy.comjand then use 
code GARDENS20 at checkout. 


To browse our full selection of offers, go to gardensillustrated.com/offers 
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ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


Christmas gift guide 


Perfect gift ideas for the festive season — from beautifully 
crafted jewellery to handmade pots and practical accessories 


WONDERLAND 
BOUTIQUE 


Bring some colour into your 
wardrobe. The Reversible 
Cotton Jacket shown is 

£89 with free p&p. Visit 
[wonderlandboutiqu.compo 
view our stunning collection of 
clothing and silk scarves. 


01263 732643 


wonderlandboutique.com 


DEVENICK DESIGNS 


‘Hagrid’ the Royal Stag 

garden sculpture is part of our 
Thinimals” collection. Standing 
at 1.7m tall, this contemporary 
design captures the bold stature 
of this solitary animal. Made 

in steel, the sculpture is suited 
to formal or informal styles of 
garden. Visit our website to view 
our beautiful designs or contact 
us for more information. 


07720 841394 
devenickdesigns.co.uk 


RUTH MOILLIET 
SCULPTURE 


Highly finished metal sculptures 
inspired by the plant kingdom. 
Choose from an existing portfolio 
or commission a bespoke piece. 
Smaller works are available to 
buy. Featured artwork - Allium 
Stems — an affordable addition to 
any home or garden, available in 
a range of five colours, making a 
perfect Christmas gift. 


sculpture@ruthmoilliet.com 
ruthmoilliet.com 


POTTER & MOOCH 


Climber Earrings designed for a 
single piercing due to the small bar 
that runs up the back of the lobe. 
Each pair is handmade in England 
on either 925 Sterling Silver, 14ct 
Rose or Yellow Gold-Filled wires. 
Hypo-allergenic and Nickel free. 
Sizes to suit all ears. From £24 per 
pair. Featured design is Dove on 
925 Sterling Silver. Buy one pair 
get a second with 30% off. 


01903 331744 
potterandmooch.co.uk 


PRESTIGE HAMPERS 


Prestige Hampers are proud to 
present an exceptional selection 
of artisan hampers and gourmet 
gifts, with over 10 million gifts 
delivered. Prestige Hampers stand 
out for their amazing quality and 
thoughtfulness from award- 
winning cheeses, fine wines and 
artisan chocolates, to create a 
truly extraordinary Christmas. 


0800 024 8813 
prestigehampers.co.uk 


BACKDOORSHOES 


Glorious practical gifts, ideal 

for gardeners. Backdoorshoes” 
are lightweight, waterproof, 
durable and versatile. The perfect 
footwear to slip on and tend to 
the garden, walk the dog or even 
nip out to the garden office. We 
have more than 30 fun designs to 
suit all (including Chunky Tread 
Chilli, pictured). 


01202 232357 
backdoorshoes.co.uk 


TONY HALL 


DOWNTOOLS 


Book reviews, the crossword and Alice Vincent 


Frost-covered Pennisetum ‘Fairy Tails’, 
one of the grasses recommended 

in Tony Hall’s Gardening with Winter 

» Plants, reviewed on page 100, 
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CORNWALL 


SECRET GARDENS 
OF CORNWALL: 

A PRIVATE TOUR 

by Tim Hubbard, 
photographs by 

Jo and Rob Whitworth 


Frances Lincoln, £22 
ISBN 978-0711281493 


A glorious ode to Cornwall's most loved gardens 


and little-known gems; with images that capture 


the haunting beauty of this weather-beaten county. 


Reviewer Natalie Ashbee is a garden writer, producer and editor. 


I eagerly anticipated this book, 
having loved others in the series. 
And since I now share the same 
west Cornwall landscape as the 
author, Tim Hubbard, I was a 
little apprehensive as to whether 
it would disappoint. It didnt. 
Exciting, interesting and 
intriguing; I gorged on this 
inspirational book in a couple 
of days and, considering I live in 
Cornwall and know many of 
these gardens well, from filming 
in them or from my own garden 
explorations, I can't praise 
Hubbard enough for evoking 
the essence of these Cornish 
gems. The stories of the gardens 
and, essentially, the people who 
live in and garden them, are 
brought to life with a sense of 
drama and evocation rarely 
found in a garden tour guide. 
Cornwall's history can be 
told through its homes; every 
tale worthy of a Daphne du 
Maurier novel. Hubbard shares 
the gardens of wealthy tin 
mine owners and of shipping 
merchants such as the Fox 
family, whose ventures abroad 
brought us the treasures that 
now fill gardens such as Trebah, 


and Enys on the Falmouth 
coastline. He shares the story 

of Barbara Hepworth, who fled 
London to escape the war and 
created her garden in the 
light-filled, artists’ paradise at 

St Ives. Scattered among cliffside 
spectaculars such as St Michael's 
Mount and the Minack Theatre 
are a secret rose garden at Land's 
End and a garden led by phases 
of the moon. 

Cornwall's nurseries have 
long held the esteem of 
horticulturists around the 
world, with Treseders and 
Burncoose still trading, and 
what became clear through 
reading the book is that gardens 
intrinsically link the oldest 
families of Cornwall. But these 
gardens, and their owners, are 
not sitting on their laurels. They 
are grafters, innovators who are 
looking to the future, planting 
for climate change and in spite 
of the winds and desiccating 
sun that makes gardening a 
battle in many of these amazing 
spaces, they lean into the wind, 
tip their hats and dig in. These 
are tough spaces, gardened by 
tough gardeners. 


GARDENING WIT 


WINTER 


GARDENING WITH 
WINTER PLANTS 
by Tony Hall 


Kew Publishing, £30 
ISBN 978-1842467947 


An informative and comprehensive guide to 


winter plants that seeks to inspire us all to get 


outside and enjoy the garden in winter. 


Reviewer Janice Shipp is a gardener and garden writer. 


If you're normally tempted to 
hibernate rather than be out in 
the garden in winter, this book 
could change that. From the 
outset, Kew expert Tony Hall 
makes it clear that we're missing 
something if we think the 
garden goes to sleep as the 
nights draw in. Far from it. 
There are almost as many plants 
to enjoy in the winter months as 
there are in summer, and they 
have huge value for wildlife. 
This comprehensive book 
begins by taking us through 
what we can find in abundance 
in the winter garden - colour, 
scent, berries, bark and 
evergreen foliage — briefly 
mentioning a few gardens 
where you can see these at 
their best. It then moves into 
a detailed A-Z section, before 
finally grouping the plants by 
their main point of interest 
such as fragrance, wildlife 
value or flower colour. 
Throughout, there are 
knowledgeable growing tips 
and good suggestions for 
which ones to choose if your 
garden is small or you only 
have a window box. 


Despite the amount of 
detail included, this book 
avoids getting bogged down 
and is an easy and enjoyable 
read. Hall’s writing style is 
relaxed and understated. You're 
never in any doubt that you're 
in the company of someone 
with a wealth of knowledge 
and years of practical 
experience, but it’s deployed 
lightly. The photographs are 
in keeping with this approach. 
There are enticing pictures of 
frosty leaves, of course, but also 
many beautifully clear pictures 
that add to the practical nature 
of the book, giving a good 
indication of the habit, size 
and proportions of the plants. 

There’ been a small flurry 
of books on winter gardens 
recently and, if you know your 
plants, there might be an air 
of familiarity to some of the 
suggestions in this one. But the 
breadth of this book takes you 
beyond anything obvious into 
a much wider realm of winter 
plants. If you are the owner of 
a small garden, you wont be 
able to grow them all, but you'll 
probably want to. 


DOWNTOOLS BOOK REVIEWS 


The rest of this month's new releases, from examining the 
cultural significance of seeds to how to green your house. 


THE GARDENING BOOK 
by Monty Don 


BBC Books, £28 
ISBN 978-1785947391 


Practical know-how and inspiration provide the 
foundation of this simple step-by-step publication, 
aimed at potential gardeners and beginners. 


Reviewer Matthew Biggs is a Kew-trained gardener and presenter. 


Monty Don, one of Britain's 
leading prime-time horticultural 
educators, has written this book 
to accompany BBC Gardeners’ 
World. Its aim is to help people 
who are not gardeners and know 
little about gardening but would 
like to have a garden, indoors 

or out, by giving them the 
information to succeed. 

It covers the main elements 
of gardening without being 
overwhelming, starting with 
types of gardens, enabling the 
reader to decide on their 
preferred style, the advantages 
and disadvantages of different 
aspects and soil types plus basic 
equipment. It then drops into a 
series of chapters on the practice 
of gardening from layout, 
structure and design to 
populating it with flowers and 
trees, alongside technicalities 
such as simple propagation and 
controlling pests and diseases. 

Each page follows quite 
a standard format: a clear, 
easy-to-understand, informative 
introduction followed by simple 
step-by-step explanation of the 
process and a “You will need’ 
followed by a combination of 


standard horticultural practice 
and experience-based tips, in 
logical, numerical order. 
Although it is likely to be 
used as a reference book, this 
consistent format provides 
a welcome rhythm and 
comforting familiarity if reading 
the book from start to finish. 
Each entry is accompanied by 
Marsha Arnold’ clear images, 
both inspirational and practical 
as encouragement, and valuable 
visual evidence that everything 
that is written about is 
achievable. They also create 
visual punctuation points 
between each subject. 
Although you can always 
look up botanical names online, 
it's a shame that on the few 
occasions botanical Latin is 
used it does not conform to 
the accepted code. It is also a 
surprise when a single recipe 
appears. But overall, the book’s 
success is in providing a rich 
vein of confidence-building 
information, alongside other 
essentials, such as inspiration 
and detailed guidance, to help 
newcomers to the subject. 
Let the gardening begin. 


Garden 


WHAT WE SOW 

by Jennifer Jewell 

Timber Press, £25 

ISBN 978-1643261072 

An examination of organic seed 
production, agribusiness and the 


efforts of activists working to regain 


legal access to heirloom seeds 
stolen from Indigenous peoples. 


A GARDEN A DAY 

by Ruth Chivers 

Batsford, £20 

ISBN 978-1849947893 

Daily entries of 366 gardens 
from around the globe, from 
the hanging gardens of Babylon 
to a vegetable plot on the 
International Space Station. 


FORAGE & STITCH 

by Caroline Hyde-Brown 

Search Press, £15.99 

ISBN 978-1800920040 

A renowned textile artist shows 
how to incorporate naturally 
foraged materials into textile 
creations with eight projects to 
put your new skills into practice. 


HAPPY INDOOR GARDEN 

by Miranda Janatka 

Batsford Books, £20 

ISBN 978-1849948265 
Creating an indoor garden in 
five key rooms of the house, 
advising on location, styling 
and care, with a comprehensive 
directory of house plants. 


RAISING RESILIENT BEES 

by Eric and Joy McEwen 
Chelsea Green Publishing, £30 
ISBN 978-1645021940 

Offers a sustainable and natural 
model of care for hive health with 
advice on how naturally to rear 
bees with distinctive characteristics 
suitable to their locale. 
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Dont just read Gardens Illustrated... 


Listen to it too 


New episodes with top guests drop every Tuesday this autumn 


. 
CREATE ACADEMY 


Arthur 
Parkinson 


Horticulturist, container 
gardener and author 


KATIE SPICER 


Marian 
Boswall 


Landscape designer and 
sustainable gardening author 


SEASON 2 
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Isabel Nigel 
Bannerman Slater Anderson 
Designer, gardener Cook, food writer and Garden designer, TV presenter 
and author passionate gardener and author 


Piet Tamsin Errol Reuben 
Oudolf Westhorpe Fernandes 
Internationally renowned Gardener, writer and Head of horticulture at Horniman 
planting designer RHS Chelsea judge Museum and TV presenter 


OFF;A0)] Listen to Talking Gardens 


oe by scanning this QR code 


cate! 
You can find Talking Gardens on Apple Podcasts, 
Google, Spotify, Acast and all good podcast providers. 
Subscribe so you never miss an episode. 
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Indulge your passion for travel, 
around the globe and closer 
to home, with our wonderful 
and diverse array of partner 
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Trai) Running & Cycling Adventures 
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veband Wag Seace Wert Couey Pith _ - ie & Wat | wast to Coast 
We provide... 
Contours r 


Quality accommodation Flexible & bespoke tours Holidays 


Maps & guidebooks Doa-friendly adventures 
Daily luggage transfers Comprehensive holiday pack 


Breakfast each morning Industry-leading loyalty scheme = 
24/7 emergency support Expert knowledge & advice into@contours.co.uk 01629 821,900 


Group discounts Unrivalled choice of trails f v Qe 


AMBAIAD 


Stay in the gorgeously cozy Rowley Cottage, which sleeps 6, in 3 ensuite 
double bedrooms. Enjoy private out-of-hours access to the Grade 1 Listed, 


internationally renowned gardens including the family’s private walled garden. 


Epicureans will enjoy the excep- 
tional on-site restaurant (“Very 
Good” in the Good Food Guide.) 


Iford is 5 miles South of Bath, 
and is the perfect jumping off 
point for visits to the Cotswolds. 


Kirker Holidays 


There is no better way to enjoy the most 
spectacular gardens than in the company 
of horticultural experts. Kirker Holidays 
has created a range of carefully-designed 
garden tours throughout the UK, Europe 
and beyond. Each tour consists of a small 
group of 10-20 like-minded participants, 
in the company of experts including Kirsty 
Fergusson, formerly of Capel Manor and 
Mapperton in Dorset, Caroline Howard, 
Artistic Director at La Mortella on Ischia, 
and Christopher Monckton, who has lived 
in the South of France and sub-tropical 
Tenerife for many years. 

Italy has many of the greatest 16th 
and 17th century gardens in Europe, and 
Kirker’s tours to the Italian Lakes and 
Roman hills includes some of the finest: 
from Lake Como's pristine villas and 
gardens to the Villa Lante at Bagnaia, one 
of the greatest of all Italian Renaissance 
gardens, and Ninfa, planted over the ruins 
of a 14th century walled town and perhaps 
the most romantic of all. 

Along with the artists, many gardeners 
were drawn to the French Riviera, 


attracted by both its climate and its beauty 
Highlights of the Kirker tour here include 
Villa Ephrussi de Rothschild, as famous 

for its art collection as for its gardens, and 
the great garden of Lawrence Johnston, 
designer of Hidcote — Serre de la Madone. 

Further afield, you might explore the 
glorious gardens around Lisbon and Sintra, 
including Queluz, Monserrate and Palacio 
dos Marqueses da Fronteira with great 
stairways, water tanks, coloured glazed 
tiles and decorative parterres. Tenerife, the 
largest island in the Canaries, is a volcanic 
island with lush sub-tropical gardens and 
dramatic landscapes, and Marrakesh 
combines the famous Le Jardin Majorelle 
created by Yves Saint Laurent and Pierre 
Bergé, with visits to a botanical garden that 
produces aromatic oils, and the fascinating 
Thiemann Cactus Nursery. 

Wherever you travel with Kirker, you will 
go beyond the garden gate, meeting head 
gardeners themselves, having lunch with 
the owners and visiting private gardens 
which are not normally open to the public. 


kirkerholidays.com 
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SEVEN SEAS CRUISES” 


AN UNRIVALLED EXPERIENCE” 


The luxury of personal space is central to the promise of 
An Unrivalled Experience” with Regent Seven Seas Cruises”. 
It provides the extravagant freedom guests need to explore and 
relax to the fullest. As the pre-eminent luxury cruise line on the ocean, 
we pride ourselves in offering some of the largest balconies and 


most spacious suites at sea. 


Our wide range of speciality restaurants, al fresco and in-suite dining 


options, exquisite lounges, bars and expansive spaces are perfect 
to rest and celebrate in, knowing there is never a queue 
or acrowd and that every detail is taken care of 


and every amenity is included. 


TO LEARN MORE 

SCAN THE QR CODE, 
VISIT|IRSSC.COM/GARDENS-ILLUSTRATED 
CALL 023 8082 1362 

OR CONTACT YOUR TRAVEL ADVISOR 
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he grand estate and Somerse 
Julian and Isabel Bannerman’s new garden 
Exclusiveaccess'fo stunning private’gardens 
Chilcombe « Bettiscombe Marior « Yews Farm's Mapperton ¢ Forde Abbey » 
\South Wood ¢ Cerne Abbas ¢ The historic orchard'at Manor Farm among others 


¢ 


Small groups a 
Splendid accommodation t- 
Excellent food, top restaurants ahd remarkable takes 


"The camaraderie, the food, the joie de vivre, the inside knowledge and, of course, 
THE GARDENG... The tour exceeded my expectations." Suzanne 


(©) @gandtgardentours 


Please visitjwww.gtgardentours.co.uk(for details or emaillinfo@gtgardentours.co.uk 


ECT 


ECT Travel 


Discover India with ECT Travel. With its rising sun. Encounter wonderous wildlife inspiring architecture from the pink palace 

extraordinary diversity of landscape and in national parks home to Asian elephants, of Jaipur to the majestic Taj Mahal. 

people, India is an exhilarating melange of Bengal and Indochinese Tigers, Asiatic lions, Our 2024 India holidays are booking 

sights, sounds, colours and experiences, Snow leopards, Clouded leopards, Indian now. The Wonders of Northeast India; 

as well as astonishing cultural contrasts. leopards, Indian sloth bear and more than Wildlife Safari Holiday in Northeast India; 
Our curated India adventures take youon __ 1,000 species of birds. Unravel the vibrant Land of the Maharajas; Quilts & Textiles of 

a deep dive into this fascinating continent. tapestry of India’s textile traditions in Rajasthan & Gujarat; Kerala & The Magic of 

Explore the wonders of northeast India on Gujarat and Rajasthan. Explore the fragrant- the Malabar Coast. 


an unforgettable journey into the land of scented forests of Kerala. Marvel at awe- 01225 333747 | 
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CRUISE COLLECTIVE 


Join the Collective 


Your passport to unforgettable 
cruises, unbeatable deals and family 


memories that will last a lifetime 


www.cruise-collective.com 


Crossword 


ACROSS 

7 First fruit ever consumed in 

a garden? (5) 

8 A vibrant-red pennisetum’s 
pyrotechnic display (9) 

9 Genus of shrub, aka golden dewdrop 
—a tundra sort? (7) 

10 Irritates spruce leaves? (7) 

11 See 27 across 

12 Earthy colour of eg Veronica 
ochracea ‘James Stirling’ (5) 

13 Fruit trees of Pyrus genus — couples, 
it’s said (5) 

15 Eg hollow-tined tool for spiking 
lawn (7) 

17 A tree fern genus — partly juicy at 
heart (7) 

19 Latin term meaning ‘tall’ - as seen 
in Weigela taxonomy (5) 

21 See 8 down 

23 Deeply regret this bitter-scented 
shrub? (3) 

24 Tumbelina is a double-flowering, 
trailing form of this colourful 

annual (7) 

25 A carrot cultivar resistant to carrot 
fly - great performer (7) 

26 Winter-flowering shrub with yellow, 
pea-like flowers — makes racoon ill! (9) 
27/11 A dark-purple floribunda rose - 
late into bed type? (5,3) 


DOWN 
1 Bright-red, white-tipped radish - a 
hand-held one of 8 across (8) 


2 Eg greenhouse needing wall 
support (4-2) 

3 Common name for Philadelphus 
shrub is mock ___ (6) 

4 Climbing, fragrant, pastel-coloured 
flower - as you might describe a 
mangetout? (5,3) 

5 Genus of eg angelica tree and 
spikenard plants — cultivar alias, 

in part (6) 

6 A three-petalled Tradescantia with 
deep-blue flowers: “The Thames at 
Oxford’ (4) 

7 Genus of mat-forming rock jasmine 
— and coarse variety (9) 

8/21 across Trees with pinnate leaves 
such as Butia capitata (7,5) 

14 Common name of Ageratina 
altissima (syn. Eupatorium rugosum) - 
twisted on aster, OK? (9) 

16 Practising getting plants to grow 
up a wall (8) 

17 Shape of a ballerina apple tree (8) 
18 Term applied to daffodils bred over 
50 years ago — eight are fantastic! (8) 
20 Family of plants including 
Ageratum and Eupatorium (5) 

21 Common name of Anaphalis 
margaritacea: everlasting — oddly 
paler at end of day (6) 

22 A red x Semponium succulent with 
green eyes — insane sort (6) 

24 A stocky form of Dierama (angel's 
fishing rod) ... and Shakespearean 
fairy (4) 


¢ Solutions to this issue’s crossword will be printed in the December issue 


SOLUTIONS TO OCTOBER CROSSWORD 
ACROSS 1 Braemar 5 Balsam 8 Rachel 9 Veronica 10 Key 11/12 North Star 13 Lacecaps 
15 Stress 17 Skirts 19 Agrimony 21 Alba 23 Cored 24 Poa 25 Celeriac 27 Clumps 28 Ostrya 


29 Telekia. 


DOWN 1 Black Jack 2 Ashby 3 Molinia 4 Reverts 5 Birches 6 Lyn 7 Alcea 12 Strim 14 Eurya 
16 Syncarpha 18 Succisa 19 Apricot 20 Radical 22 Leeks 24 Pluck 26 Ear. 
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issues of the magazine 
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Save money 
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subscribe to 
the digital 
edition — 


see|page 94 
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CLOTHBOUND SLIPCASES 
Cost from £9.99 each (inc p&p). Member 
discounts available - see below for details. 


TO ORDER PRINTED COPIES OR SLIPCASES 


03330 162114 +44 1604 973722 


GARDENS ILLUSTRATED PRINTED ISSUES ORDER FORM 
Complete this form and send to: Gardens Illustrated, Back Issues, PO Box 
3320, 3 Queensbridge, Northampton NN4 7BF (You may photocopy this form). 
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KEEP IN TOUCH 


Gardens Illustrated (published by Our Media Limited) would like to send you updates, special offers 
and promotions by email. Youcan unsubscribe at any time. 


Please tick here if you would like to receive these 

We would also like to keep in touch by post and telephone about other relevant offers and promotions 
from our publisher Our Media Limited. If you'd rather not be contacted this way please tick here 
post phonelif. For more information about how to change the way we contact you, and how we 
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MAKE YOUR HOME FEEL MAGICAL WITH 
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DECEMBER 


« Fresh ideas for festive floral decorations 
with Swallows & Damsons 
- Frosted seedheads and statuesque grasses 
bring a prairie garden to life in winter 
+ The changing face of the private garden of 
legendary late designer Jacques Wirtz 
- A photographer's picture-perfect Cotswold garden 


PLUS Seasonal recipes from smallholder Julius Roberts 
and our Christmas gift guide for gardeners 


IN THE NEXT ISSUE 


“ON SALE 1 DECEMBER 


Save money when you subscribe to the digital edition — see[page 94 
Also in selected Waitrose, Sainsbury’s and Tesco stores, 
as well as WHSmith, and all good magazine retailers. 
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PUTTING DOWN ROOTS 


After a decade of gardening and some initial reluctance, 


Alice Vincent has finally got around to planting a tree 


t took me ten years of gardening to 

consider planting a tree. I have relatively 

valid excuses: for seven years I gardened 

on modest balconies, where bringing a 

40cm x 40cm pot up three flights of 
stairs felt like a bold move. But I’ve had access 
to land at ground level for three years now, 
and it’s still taken a fair bit of courage. 


There's something about tree planting that 
just feels so, well, big. Gardens are shape- 
shifting things in terms of time, both 
ephemeral and permanent at once. You may 
sow the seeds of something that makes its 
home there far longer than you do (Welsh 
poppies, for instance, or a particularly content 
Buddleja), but one season in your garden will 
only exist for that moment: you'll never 
witness the same combination of weather or 
plant magic again. 


Trees, however, have a permanence. My 
grandfather lived in the same house long 
enough to watch a tiny magnolia expand into 
a house-hiding giant, but that took 60 years. 
We plant them knowing we're unlikely to see 
them achieve their full potential. Its one of 
gardening’s most hopeful and generous acts. 


A four-metre tall cherry tree went into the 
lawn in April. I went for Accolade, on account 
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ILLUSTRATION ALICE PATTULLO 


of its soft-pink, semi-double flowers (better 
for pollinators than doubles), autumn colour 
and, crucially, modest mature size: hopefully, 
it'll never grow so large that someone will fell 
it on account of my poor decisions. 


I was ushered into planting it because we'd 
taken down a decrepit plum tree as part of the 
landscaping, and I hated the idea of leaving a 
garden with fewer trees than when Id found it. 
But I decided on the position - in the middle 
of the garden, between the back door and the 
studio, perfectly situated to fill the hallway 
window with the sight of pink flowers for a 
few magical weeks a year — after realising how 
much I like gardens with trees that make 
themselves known. 


I'm now trying to make up for lost time. A 
small birch tree has gone into a large reclaimed 
iron planter in the corner of the garden, 
wilding an unlovely concrete pathway, and a 
Dodonaea viscosa ‘Purpurea - or hop bush - 
snuck into one of the beds opposite a window 
after I fell for its papery flowers and coloured 
foliage. Increasingly, I feel that trees, while 
initially a bit intimidating, are somehow 
addictive once you commit to the permanence 
of one. I’ve also eagerly inherited a large potted 
hazel tree to hide the compost bin, which will 
be arriving in the weeks to come. 


Some of my hesitancy was originally due to 
the fact that my garden feels a bit modest for 
all this tree activity. I changed my mind after 
a transformative visit to fashion designer 
Margaret Howell’s south London garden: the 
first thing you encounter on stepping into it is 
an array of beautiful multi-stemmed trees. An 
increase in city-based show gardens at RHS 
Chelsea, Tatton and Hampton Court has 
further shown how effective big plants can be 
in small spaces. In her IBC Pocket Forest 
garden at the 2021 RHS Chelsea Flower Show, 
designer Sara Edwards juxtaposed wildlife- 
friendly birch and rowan trees — the latter one 
of my favourites in cities because of how the 
berries pop against building materials - with 
upcycled Intermediate Bulk Containers. The 
result was arresting proof that there is always 
more space to grow in urban gardens. 


I don't know what will become of my trees. 
They will stay in our garden longer than we 
will. Its a bittersweet thought, especially as 
I planted the cherry with my son’ spring 
birthday in mind. But trees are more than 
mere plants, wonderful as that is; they can 
become landmarks and habitats, time-keepers 
and living artworks. With any luck those 
I have planted will continue to have a life of 
their own, taking on meaning for the people 
who live among them in future. 
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